Exploring the Japanese Garden: Tree Trimming

Sunday, 5/22/11, 1-3pm

Tree trimming specialist Dennis Makishima has pruned over 10,000 trees, conducted 200 pruning projects, and taught 500 workshops across the United States and abroad. Makishima will show audience members the "Way of the Maple" as he shares his craft of tree trimming adn of balancing nature with horticultural science, as well as the creative process.

This program is suitable for beginning tree trimmers, trimming aficionados, and Japanese garden fans alike.

JACCC Garden Room
$20 General Admission
$18 Seniors and Students
$15 JACCC Members
*Space limited. Reservations highly recommended.
For more information or reservations call Gavin Kelley at (213) 628-2725 ext. 133

244 S. San Pedro Street, Suite 505, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Image at: http://www.jaccc.org/OTVtreetrimming.php
Asia America Symphony Japan Benefit Concert

Saturday, 5/28/11, 4pm

In light of the devastating earthquake and tsunami in Japan, the Asia America Symphony Association is hosting a concert on May 28th at the JACCC to benefit the victims of this tragedy.

The Asia America Symphony Orchestra and Asia America Youth Orchestra will be joined by musical director, David Benoit, along with numerous guest soloists who have passionately volunteered their time and talents in order to participate in this momentous occasion. Please show your support by planning to attend.

Performers include:
Master of Ceremonies David Ono of ABC7 Eyewitness News, David Benoit, Asia America Symphony Orchestra, Asia America Youth Orchestra, Keiko Matsui, Mindy Abair, Jeff Kashiwa, East-West Players, Grateful Crane Ensemble

JACCC Plaza
$50, $35, $15
*Service fee applicable

244 S. San Pedro Street, Suite 505, Los Angeles, CA 90012

image at: http://www.jaccc.org/aasabenefit.php
“Raising the Curtain” Annual Dinner & Fundraiser

Saturday, 6/18/11

The Japanese American Cultural and Community Center cordially invites you to join us at "Raising the Curtain" JACCC's Annual Dinner & Fundraiser.

Demonstrate your support of the JACCC and the pioneering work it has done in bringing Japanese performing and cultural arts to Los Angeles and the greater Southern California community by joining us for a night of entertainment by the best of the Aratani Japan America Theatre, including Hiroshima, Kinnara Taiko with Arpana Dance Company and other special guest artists.

Your participation is critical to JACCC's future success. Please download our Sponsorship Package to find out more about sponsorship opportunities.

To submit your sponsorship form or for more information please contact Jessie Kikuchi at jkikuchi@jaccc.org or call (213) 628-2725.

JACCC
Registration & Cocktails 5:30pm
Dinner & Program 6:30pm 

244 S. San Pedro Street, Suite 505, Los Angeles, CA 90012
image at: http://www.jaccc.org/dinner2011.php

TAIKOPROJECT 

Rhythmic Relations 2011
Saturday, 6/25/11, 2pm &7:30pm

One of the most innovative ensembles in the American taiko scene, TAIKOPROJECT demonstrates versatility and artistic vision that places the group among the finest the U.S. has to offer. Collaborating with the eminent Ryutaro Kaneko, former Artistic Director of Kodo and known himself as a consummate artist, the JACCC and TAIKOPROJECT is excited to present an outdoor concert on the iconic JACCC Plaza.

TAIKOPROJECT’s Rhythmic Relations 2011, also featuring Bombu Taiko, Kitsune Taiko, and Loma Pacific Taiko, promises to be a magnificent performance, showcasing the depth of taiko’s power, finesse, and creativity.

JACCC Plaza
$35 Premium/$30 General
$30/$25 JACCC Members 

244 S. San Pedro Street, Suite 505, Los Angeles, CA 90012.

Image at: http://www.jaccc.org/taikoproject.php
Meditation by Dr. Barry Kerzin

Sunday, 6/26/11, 1-3pm

The Japanese American Cultural and Community Center is pleased to host Dr. Barry Kerzin, Buddhist monk, teacher, medical doctor and former assistant professor of medicine at the University of Washington.

Living in Dharamsala for over 20 years, he provides medical care to high priest lamas as well as to the under-privileged. Dr. Kerzin spends five months annually teaching Buddhist science and modern science in India, Japan, Mongolia, North America and Europe. 

Dr. Kerzin has participated as a subject for research on meditation, and his research has included subtle states of mind including the subtlest mind of clear light. . He is also a chairman of the Human Values Institute, and has two books ready for publication in Japanese and English, Tibetan Buddhist Perscription for Happiness, and Clear Words and Meditation. A book entitled Unraveling Nagarjuna's Thoughts: A Commentary on the Meaning of Wisdom: Root Stanzas on the Middle, will be published soon.

Dr. Kerzin will present the spiritually uplifting and intellectually challenging workshop, where he will review the positive affects meditation can have on our outlook on life and long-term health.

JACCC Garden Room
$20 Suggested Donation
*Space limited. Reservations highly recommended.

Dr. Kerzin receives no salary for this event. All donations will go towards covering expenses.

For more information or reservations call Gavin Kelley at (213) 628-2725 ext. 133

244 S. San Pedro Street, Suite 505, Los Angeles, CA 90012

image at: http://www.jaccc.org/OTVmeditation.php

North American Taiko Conference 2011

Thursday, 8/18/11 – Sunday 8/21/11

Taiko Players! Join the taiko community for three days of learning, sharing, and drumming fun at the 2011 North American Taiko Conference, presented by the JACCC and the Northern California Taiko Network.

The North American Taiko Conference is the largest gathering of taiko practitioners in the world! August 18-21, more than 500 participants will converge on Stanford University for three days of workshops, discussion sessions, and taiko performances. 

This year's conference offers 48 workshops on a wide range of topics for players of all skill levels and interests. Attendees have access to the Taiko Marketplace, with drums and equipment from professional taiko makers. Two public performances, Taiko Ten and Taiko Jam, feature exciting music from across the taiko spectrum. 

Visit www.taikoconference.org for the complete schedule and to register. 

For more information, contact Janet Hiroshima at jhiroshima@jaccc.org or call (213) 628-2725 ext.128.

Stanford University
450 Serra Mall, Stanford 94305

Image at: http://www.jaccc.org/natc2011.php

Wakayagi Performance at the Armstrong Theatre

Thursday, 6/23/11 – Friday 6/24/11

The JACCC and Armstrong Theatre are pleased to present Wakayagi Hisami and special guests from Japan to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Wakayagi's Los Angeles dance group Hana no Kai.

Armstrong Theatre
3330 Civic Center Drive, Torrance
(323) 302-2845 

Image at: http://www.jaccc.org/wakayagi.php

The 3rd Annual Los Angeles Tanabata Festival

Little Tokyo, Los Angeles, CA

Aug. 12-15

Food-Games-Entertainment-Kazari Contest

Opening Ceremony: Friday Aug. 12, 5pm

Kazari Making Workshops, Registration & Additional Info:

213-613-1911 (Koban), www.jhills.com
Image at: http://jhills-tanabata.community.officelive.com/default.aspx

Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association’s Japan Relief Concert

May 29, 6 p.m.

Yoshi’s Oakland
510 Embarcadero West, Jack London Square
Cost: $40
The Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association will hold a fundraiser to help with earthquake relief efforts in Japan. The award-winning jazz band Hiroshima will perform. There will also be an opportunity to purchase autographed CD’s and meet the band. 
Info: Call Liane Scott at 510/482-5896 or e-mail her at lianescott@sbcglobal.net
Berkeley Methodist United Church’s 52nd Annual Food Bazaar
BERKELEY, CA
May 29, noon to 4 p.m.
Berkeley Methodist 
United Church
1710 Carleton St.
Enjoy homemade Japanese cuisine at the upcoming 52nd Annual Food Bazaar. There will be BBQ rib box lunch, unagi don, sushi, udon, curry rice and more. There will also be silent auction, handcrafts, entertainment and game booths for the family. 
Info: Call Rev. Naomi Southard at 510/848-4680 or e-mail bmuchurch@gmail.com.

 

Japanese American Optimist Club Luau: “Aloha Time”

June 6—Japanese American Optimist Club luau at Nishi Hongwanji Temple, 815 E. First Street in Little Tokyo. "Aloha Time" at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m,
entertainment at 7:30 p.m. Door prizes and raffle. Tickets only $35 for
adults ($40 at the door), $15 for children under 13. Corporate "Gold Table"
sponsorship opportunities available at $450. For more information, call
Mike Hirahara at (310)371-7544.

Image at: http://02df616.netsolhost.com/calendar.html

Ooodles of Noodles

June 7 - a free family festival celebrating the community’s diversity and preserving its cultural heritage, will take place from noon to 4 p.m. at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center, 3330 Civic Center Dr. Presented in the Torino Festival Plaza, the event features music and dance performances, hands-on folk art activities, and noodle tasting of different ethnic cuisines provided by more than 20 restaurants. For more information, visit www.torrnet.com or call (310) 781-7150.

Natsu Matsuri

June 20-21—The Venice Japanese Community Center, 12448 Braddock Dr., will be holding its annual Summer Festival. Activities include the ondo, martial arts, cultural exhibits, games, White Elephant and plant sales, and a drawing for cash and gifts. Ondo practice to be held on Thursday and Saturday evenings, June 4 through June 18, from 7-8:30 p.m. at the VJCC. For information, call (310) 822-8885 or visit www.vjcc.com. 

JCI Carnival

June 27-28— The annual JCI Carnival will be held on the grounds of the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (JCI), 1964 W. 162nd St., Gardena. Attractions include food, games, live entertainment & demonstrations, Japanese cultural arts displays, hands-on activities, nursery & produce sale and much more. Saturday, June 27 Noon to 9pm & Sunday, June 28 Noon to 7:30pm
For information, call (310) 324-6611.

West Covina Buddhist Temple’s Obon Festival

June 27—West Covina Buddhist Temple invites everyone to our own Obon Festival from 2 to 9 p.m. Cultural displays and martial arts demonstrations, as well as jewelry, clothing/craft items will be on sale in the gym. There were will be food booths, farmer's market, and game booths outdoors. The highlight will be the Bon Odori dancing beginning at approximately 7:30 p.m. Please come and participate in this special occasion. For information, call (626) 913-0622 or (626) 960-2566, or visit www.livingdharma.org.

Image at: http://www.livingdharma.org/CurrentEvents/ObonComing.html

Sake San Jose

Sake San Jose combines sake tasting with a walk through Historic Japantown San Jose.
	When:
	May 26, 2011
5:00 pm – Opening Ceremony and Registration
5:30 pm – Sake Tasting
5:30 – 7:30 pm Akiyama Premium Sake Tasting

	Where:
	Japantown San Jose
On Jackson Street Between 3rd and 7th Streets

	Tickets:
	Pre-event – $40
Day of – $50
Akiyama Premium Sake Tasting – $80.00


Yu-Ai Kai Senior Services will host this benefit sake tasting walk through Japantown’s various businesses and restaurants, each having different types of sake at special tables.

This year, Sake San Jose will be premiering a new event in the brand new James Akiyama Wellness Center, the Akiyama Premium Sake Tasting. A special collection of premium sakes will be assembled for tasting in the Center’s Sakura Room (5:30 – 7:30pm).

Along with sake, a variety of “small plates” will be offered to accompany the sakes. Sake experts will be available to offer information about the different sakes being tasted. And once you have tasted these offerings, the streets of Japantown will still be available for you to find your Sake San Jose favorite sakes.

Proceeds from Sake San Jose benefit Yu-Ai Kai Senior Services, a nonprofit senior center, in Japantown.

Image at: http://www.sakesanjose.com/

Hula to Help Japan

A CALL OUT TO ALL HULA DANCERS!!
June 11, 2011, 11am


Yu Ai Kai’s Akiyama Center, Basketball Courts
110 Jackson Street, San Jose, CA

Halau Na Wai Ola in conjunction with the JapanTown Community Congress of San Jose (JCCSJ) will play a part in local relief efforts and fundraising for the tsunami and earthquake victims of Japan. This informal program is open to all hula dancers and hula halaus. Spread the word to all your hula brothers and sisters! The program will start with a gather for hula basics to be followed with an hour or so of hula standards to live music.

Our goal is to have 1000 or more hula dancers participating in this fundraiser. A donation/collection will be asked of each dancer. Donations will be forwarded to the Japanese Red Cross. Bring your pa`u and dance to `Ulupalakua, Ka Ulu Wehi O Ke Kai, Sophisticated Hula and other favorites as we share the spirit of Aloha and raise money for our friends and family in Japan.

More details to follow.

Image at: http://www.nawaiola.com/

San Jose Buddhist Church Betusin Obon

Saturday, July 10 12noon-10pm

Sunday, July 11 12noon-8pm

Japantown's largest festival with two days of game booths, food booths, cultural exhibits and demonstrations, the Chidori Band, San Jose Taiko and over 1,200 dancers in full costume each evening. A San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin event. Contact (408) 293-9292 or visit the website at www.sjbetsuin.com
Image at: www.sjbetsuin.com
Spirit of Japantown Festival

Fifth 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.spiritofjapantownfestival.com" \t "_blank"  Annual - October 1, 2011 - the first Saturday in Oct. from 10am-5pm
Japantown, San Jose, CA

The Spirit of Japantown Festival invites you to participate in the Fifth Annual Spirit of Japantown Festival on Saturday, October 1, 2011. This multi-ethnic festival takes place throughout 8 city blocks of Japantown San Jose, celebrating its 121 year-old multi-ethnic legacy.

Last year, the festival attracted over 20,000 visitors, an increase of over 13,000 attendees from its first year. 

It is a day of celebration with cultural exhibits, free entertainment, anime all day, a car exhibition, martial arts and sword demonstrations, arts & crafts, Kids Zone, bonsai workshops, food vendors, the J-town Idol contest and much more. Three performance areas are alive with music and dance all day long in addition to the indoor exhibitions and demonstrations. 

Funds raised help to preserve and commemorate San Jose Japantown, one of the last 3 remaining Japantowns in the United States. The Japantown Community Congress of San Jose (JCCsj), 501c(3) non-profit host of the festival, is comprised of representatives from many organizations, individuals and local enterprises. The mission of JCCsj is to support the historical and cultural preservation of San Jose Japantown while encouraging the vitality of the district. 


Visit us on Facebook: Spirit of Japantown Festival
hosted by the Japantown Community Congress of San Jose

Image at: http://www.japantownsanjose.org/events.html (bottom of page)

