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This date [May 27, 1869] in Japanese American history was observed as the 100th anniversary of Japanese immigration to the United States in 1969. Of the 149 Japanese who landed in Honolulu on June 19, 1868, the historical circumstances differ on two points: (1) Hawaii was a Kingdom—not a part of the United States of America and (2) they were contract laborers. The year 1868, however, is significant, the first year of Emperor Meiji’s reign. The 149 were known as “Gannen-mono – First Year People.” Most of them were n on-farmers, unemployed samurai or from the eta-burakumin class.

1868

 Alameda Japanese  Colony.   Curiosity, if not mystery, surrounds this so-called Alameda Japanese colony that arrived in June, 1868 , a year prior to the Japanese from Wakamatsu-Aizu sometime to engage in farming in California,  judging by the San Francisco Chronicle  editorial upon the arrival of the Schnell colony  in San Francisco on May 29, 1869 . ¶  The Chronicle  said (June 16, 1869) : It is “a mistake to suppose the colonists from Wakamatsu-Aizu were the first.”  ¶ Referring to  the Alta California  (June 17, 1868), immigrants from Japan, led by the son of U.S. Consul Eugene Van Reed at Edo, went to the San Francisco Labor Exchange in 1868  to seek employment. The Japanese were destitute, unemployed samurai and diplomats ousted from the Meiji government. One was reported to have been a governor of Edo; another spoke fluent English and French (evidently the diplomat). They offered their services at no cost to any American willing to train them in some vocation. With no response, they took Van Reed’s advice to lease some land to farm and to hire a few trained American farmers to instruct them. The venture proved profitable and became the “overall pattern of later immigrant Japanese agricultural endeavors in the United States.”  (Masakazu Iwata, Planted in Good Soil, 35). ¶  Fate of the Alameda Colony was never reported. Subsequent research, however, notes that one thought to be the governor of Edo was probably an official in that office. The governor never left Japan.  (Honda, “Past Millennium”, 1996  PC Holiday Issue, B-45)

1869
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm. Hailed as the first Japanese immigrant group to America, they arrived aboard the Pacific Mail side-wheeler China in San Francisco on May 27, proceeded to Sacramento by riverboat, and by wagon to settle in Gold Hill, El Dorado County, to establish the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm around June 9. They brought Japanese mulberry tree seedlings, bamboo for food (takenoko) and craft, tea and other plants. Their 160-acre site in these gentle hills reminded them of home. They were led by German-born armorer Eduard (John Henry) Schnell, 29, who had served ten years for Lord Matsudaira Katamori, military commissioner in northern Japan for the Tokugawa government, which fell to Choshu-Satsuma forces from Kyushu, loyal to and restored Emperor Meiji to the Chrysanthemum Throne. 

¶  Fortunes of the Matsudaira Family diminished; his castle at Aizu Wakamatsu (Fukushima Prefecture), the finest homes of samurai, ships and boats of fishermen were completely destroyed . . . About 40 joined Schnell to start anew in California. Because of heat, the drought of 1871 and lack of water to irrigate their farm, the Colony was bankrupt that year.  Schnell (who was naturalized as Buhei Hiramatsu), his Japanese wife Jou, 24, and two children, Frances, 2 (first U.S.-born Nisei), and Mary, 2 months, returned to Japan, promising to return with money.  

¶  But feeling abandoned, the property was sold to their neighbor, Francis Veerkamp. Some returned to Japan, other elsewhere. Three stayed: the lone samurai Sakurai Matsunosuke, carpenter Masumizu Kuninosuke and nursemaid Okei Ito, 19, who died of pneumonia in 1871 and buried on private grounds of the Veerkamp Family at Gold Hill. 

¶   Sakurai stayed with Okei,  served the Veerkamp family until his death Feb. 25, 1901, and rests at Vineyard Cemetery, Coloma. 

¶ Masumizu married Carrie Wilson, daughter of a freed slave husband from Missouri and Blackfoot Indian who was living in Placerville. He collected money from friends in 1886 for a marble headstone for Okei. Sakurai (who was known as “Matz”) wrote the Japanese script for the stonecutter. Masumizu led a nomadic life as farmer, cook and fisherman, died alone in 1915 and buried in Colusa. He had nine children, six died in infancy; Grant, Harry and Clara survived. Harry Massmedzu (the name was Africanized) frequented the Japantown alleys in Sacramento, where he answered to “Jap Harry” and was severely questioned by the FBI after Pearl Harbor. Kuninosuke Masumizu’s descendants were introduced at the Sacramento banquet celebrating the Centennial in 1969. (Henry Taketa, “Mayflower of the Pacific,” 1996 PC Holiday Issue.) 

¶  Sacramento Union reporter K.W. Lee, attempting to learn why Sakurai remained, reported local Issei believed the grieving samurai to whom Okei was entrusted by her parents, couldn’t return to face her family after her death. In self-exile, he served the Veerkamps for 19 years. (Sacramento Union, 6-6-71)  

¶ In 1941, the FBI questioned Mrs. Masumizu, in her late 90s, of her citizenship status since she was married to a Japanese, dead now for 27 years. 

¶  She or her children were not “evacuated.” The Army at Walerga Assembly took exception to sending black people (with Japanese blood) to relocation camp. 

     Contrary to reports that the Wakamatsu-Aizu colony was a failure, the federal Surveyor General for California-Nevada inspected the Veerkamp Ranch and, asserted the tea-growing project sprouted many seedlings; the rice crop was good that year, a most valuable addition to our stock of grain’. He found local miners had deprived the colony of water to irrigate the farm. (K.W. Lee, “Gold Hill Colony: Hope and Betrayal for a Mayflower,” Sacramento Union, 6-6-71.) A replica of Okei’s tombstone was erected in Aizu-Wakamatsu, Japan, in 1958. At Gold Hill, another replica has been placed, the original having been removed for preservation.

1869–The Transcontinental Railroad, completed in May,  results in hundreds of Chinese workers from Central Pacific Railroad in Los Angeles by September, eagerly accepting menial jobs ordinarily shunned by whites. The Chinese were considered “indispensable,” the newspapers and residents considered them “indispensable” as they began their truck farms 

1870
1870–U.S. Census:  California, 33; United States, 55.  ¶ T. Komo, 18, and I. Nosaka, 13, were the “first Japanese in Los Angeles,” listed in the 1870 census as houseboys for Judge E.J.C. Kewen at El Molino Viejo (Old Mill), still famous today. Evidently, they had left his employ before the 1880 Census. How the two Japanese came to California is a mystery, “though the best conjecture is that they came with the Schnell colony in 1869. Even their names, which may have been Kono and Inosuke, are questioned because of the census taker’s quaint spelling. (Mason-McKinstry, 1)
Curator Bill Mason of the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History believes they were members of the ill-fated Wakamatsu Colony, which became bankrupt in 1871 . . . Of the 33 Japanese in California, 26 were at the “Japanese Colony” in Coloma Township. Researchers are puzzled in not finding the name of Okei Ito (Henry Takeda, Pacific Citizen, 1-3-71). El Molino Viejo is near the Huntington Library,  San Marino

1870– Pio Pico House, the first three-story building, by the Plaza on N. Main St., opened in June as an 80-room hotel; the “Americanesque” hotel was the sign marking the passing of “El Pueblo” to the “City of Los Angeles,”  shining as the town’s social center during the Seventies.  Next door were the Masonic Temple and Merced Theater with a balcony where musicians played. (Robinson, Los Angeles from the Days of the Pueblo, 1959, 69-72)

Don Pico [1801-1894] was the last Mexican governor of Alta California (1845-46); Los Angeles was the state capital. The adobe Carrillo House that served as the governor’s office was torn down in 1871 for a brick and mortar hotel. . . By 1915, Issei shops appeared near Pio Pico House on N. Main

1871
     1871–Terminal Island was “born” when federal government planned the two-mile wide breakwater between two islets: Rattlesnake (renamed Terminal Island) and Dead Man’s Island; first load of quarry rocks were dropped in 1912.

1871​–Influx of Chinese coolies, especially in California during the Panic of 1871, provoked racial hatred as Chinese were denounced as pagans, unclean and traffickers in prostitution

     1871–The Los Angeles (Chinese) Massacre (Oct. 24).  After three local Mexican American policemen tried unsuccessfully to halt the exchange of gunfire between two Chinese rival gangs, a volunteer white citizen went to their aid and was fatally shot. Spectators reported the bullet came from the doorway of a Chinese store. ¶   An incensed mob of white men quickly gathered, looted every Chinese store, and dragged out Chinese who had barricaded themselves in a nearby adobe house. Two were shot to death, one was killed after being dragged over cobblestones, three were hanged from a wagon on Los Angeles St., and four were hanged at the gateway of a corral on New High St. One victim, a Chinese doctor who spoke English and Spanish, pleaded for his life, offering captors his entire fortune of $3,000; yet he was hanged, the money stolen and the finger was cut off for his ring.  ¶  When the sheriff and posse of 25 volunteers restored order around 9:30 p.m., they found eight more victims hanged and four others shot to death in a small street (Calle de los Negros (today: at the north entrance from Los Angeles St. to the Hollywood Freeway), then heart of the city’s business district. ¶  A month later, a grand jury was impaneled to investigate the massacre that counted 22 Chinese dead. Not a single one of the rioters was arrested.  Then  regarded as the “Yellow Peril” (the Gold Rush saw 20,000 Chinese in California), they were welcome as a “dependable supply of common laborers, content with meager wages.” The  history of Japanese in California has been colored by facts and attitude regarding Chinese immigration is various respects. (Andrew Rolle, California, A History, 374, 380) ¶ In downtown Denver, 400 Chinese in their homes on Blake Street were surrounded by 3,000 unhappy white men for three days in October 1880, first smashing windows, then looting some sections. One was killed, many brutally beaten. Chinese government efforts to investigate and seek compensation for Chinese victims were rejected by Sinophobe Secretary of State James G. Blaine. (Henry Tsai, Chinese Experience in America, 69). ¶    A century later, UCLA historian John Caughey told the press: “Los Angeles was then the most lawless city in America.” (United Press International, 11-11-71) 
1875

 1875–Anti-Chinese hysteria swept San Francisco; several Chinatown structures were razed by arsonists who went unpunished. Organized by Denis Kearney, his Workingmen’s Party raised the cry: “Chinese must go” (there were 75,000 in California in 1880). (see 1882:  Chinese Exclusion Act )

1875–Street Names. Los Angeles boasted Faith, Hope and Charity Streets. As the city grew, people on Faith changed it to Live; Charity became Grand. (Los Angeles times, 10-16-2008)

1876
     1876– Southern Pacific Railroad reaches town by September, ending a four-year task to connect Los Angeles and San Francisco. The spike-driving ceremony at Lang Station in Soledad Canyon also gave Los Angeles transcontinental connections and marked an end to El Pueblo’s stage-coach days.  (Robinson, ibid., 80).  Chinese helped lay the tracks from both ends. (see 1885:  Santa Fe Railroad)

1880
1880 –U.S. Census:  Japanese population: California 86, national 146; San Francisco 63, but apparently none in Los Angeles. (For census detailed to 1970:  see Harry Kitano, Evolution of a Subculture)

1882
    1882 – Chinese Exclusion Law. Congress passes law suspending Chinese immigration for ten years. President Arthur, at first disapproved, but signed the bill in April 4. Thus began the influx of Japanese immigrants to supplant Chinese coolies. ¶ The Act of 1882 did not stop anti-Chinese outbursts, when in 1885 at Rock Springs, Wyo., 500 docile Chinese coal miners were attacked, 28 killed in cold blood and 15 others wounded. Less serious riots occurred elsewhere in the West. ¶   In 1887, Congress bestowed $147,000 indemnity to the Peking government though the riot was a state and not a federal question. The Act of 1882 was “a radical departure from America’s policy of maintaining a haven for the oppressed and underprivileged of every race and clime.” ¶   “American missionaries found it embarrassingly difficult to explain why a Chinaman could go to the white man’s heaven but not to the white man’s country.” (Thomas Bailey, Diplomatic History of the American People, 1946, 431.) . . . Not until 1891 did Japanese immigration to the United States exceed 1,000 per year. (Andrew Rolle, ibid., 380)

1882 – Blacksmith shop on the north side of E. 1st between San Pedro and Central opened by Antonin Sperl; at the site is Little Tokyo’s oldest building, owned by grandson Tony Sperl

1884     

1884 – First Japanese Businessman. A cook who jumped ship at San Diego (Los Angeles was year away from being a harbor), Hamanosuke Shigeta opens Charlie Hama’s Restaurant, 340 E. 1st St., about 1886 in an ethnically-mixed zone east of Main Street. He was the first independent Japanese businessman. He did well enough to sell two years later. It is presumed he had left before 1890, “perhaps to return in Japan.” (Mason-McKinstry, 1)  ¶ Note:  This  year, 1884, is regarded as the” birth of Little Tokyo.”

1884 – Japanese Labor. Because of labor shortage, a few Japanese came from San Francisco to Los Angeles.  “Not until 1891 did Japanese immigration to the United States exceed 1,000 per year.” (Andrew Rolle, ibid., 380)

1885
     1885–Santa Fe Railroad reaches its Los Angeles depot by the river between First and Second Streets; rate war launched attracting Midwesterners. Tickets from St. Louis to Los Angeles sold for only $1 one-way, $15 round trip; people shouted: “California, here I come!” (W.W. Robinson, ibid., 1953) . . . Meanwhile, railroads began to ship hundreds of carloads of oranges and lemons across the country. (see 1900. Citrus Industry)

1887 
     1887 – Fishing Industry.   Japanese harvesting abalone off White’s Point west of San Pedro have been  recognized as pioneers (though unnamed) of Japanese fishing industry in Southern California.  They sold dried abalone and the shells. (see  1908: Toyama)

     1887 – Pioneer Issei Businessman. Sankichi Akita came in 1887 and made Los Angeles home for the rest of his life, opened a bamboo shop at Fifth and Broadway in 1888, selling all manner of household items; a restaurant Quaker Dairy at 304 E. 1st Street in 1890, offering American-style food. Akita then moved into the historic Plaza district and ran a hotel with a billiard parlor until his death in 1920.  (Mason-McKinstry, 2.)  

1888
     1888 - During height of the “1887-88 Los Angeles Land Boom,” the first Japanese boarding house (Seinen-kai) opens on Alameda south of East 1st Street

1890
     1890 – U.S. Census: Japanese population: Los Angeles 26, California 1,147, national 2,038; population had dwindled from a high of 70 in 1887

     1890 – Tournament of Roses becomes an annual event . . .Some floats in later years were reused for New Orleans Mardi Gras and Portland Rose Festival  (Sunset Books, L.A.: Portrait of an Extraordinary City,  151) 

 1891
 1891 – Los Angeles High School. Famous red brick schoolhouse atop Fort Moore Hill is built between old cemetery and buildings facing Hill Street for Los Angeles High School; after the high school moved west in mid-1920s to its present site on Olympic Blvd., it became Central Junior High, which boasted  hundreds of Nisei students from Little Tokyo each year until 1942. (Title Insurance, ibid,  63)
1892
     1892 – Oil discovered by E.J. Doheny in Los Angeles between Bunker Hill and Echo Park . . . Note:  Pumps dotting the northeastern part of Crown Hill between Sunset Blvd. to West Third Street, between Figueroa and Glendale Blvd., were operating through the 1940s. ¶ In the 1990s, the Los Angeles Unified School District purchased a major plot (corner at First St. and Beaudry).  Environmental reports affirmed methane gas was underground that abruptly prevented preparatory continuation of a 10-acre park and a new campus for Belmont Learning Complex in 2005. Complex was renamed Villa Hermosa in 2007. 

This was an area where  many Japanese families lived through the K-12 years until Evacuation in 1942. We were known as the “Temple Street Gang.”

1893
     1893 –Tencho-setsu: the Emperor’s Birthday.  Forty-one Japanese celebrated Emperor Meiji’s birthday on November 3. “This was the first Japanese imperial birthday celebration in Los Angeles.” (Mason-McKinstry,  2.) 

   The Emperor was born Nov. 3, 1867, in Kyoto, named Mutsuhito. At age 15, his father Emperor Komei died in Feb. 13, 1867. The following year the Shogunate collapsed and the Emperor restored to the Throne. Capital at Kyoto moved to Edo (Tokyo). Emperor Meiji married in 1850 but had no children. Crown Prince Yoshihito, born in 1879, was named heir presumptive on Nov. 3, 1889. (E. Papinot, Historical and Geographical Dictionary of Japan, 315)

     1893 – Pioneer Issei Businessman. Jinnosuke Kobata opens first Japanese nursery in Los Angeles at Main and Jefferson, and who continued in same business and pioneered in Gardena

1894

1894 – Sino-Japanese War (Aug. 1, 1894 – April 1885, treaty April 1896) was over interests in Korea and the ice-free Port Arthur in South Manchuria. Unable to hold its own against Japan, the Ch’ing dynasty sued for peace after eight months. In the Treaty of Shimonoseki (1896), China ceded Taiwan, Pescadore Islands and Kwantung Peninsula in South Manchuria; recognized the independence of Korea and opened more ports in China. 

¶ The war also generated “emigration fever” among Japanese; immigration companies flourished. Between 1889-1903, Japan issued 84,600 passports: top six being 21,900 from Hiroshima-ken, 11,200 from Yamaguchi, 7,700 from Fukuoka, 6,700 from Niigata, and 3,750 from Wakayama. (Masakazu Iwata, Planted in Good Soil, 78) 

1895
1895 – Pioneer Issei Businessman. Inosuke Inose started with Sunrise Restaurant (chicken dinner every Sunday for 15 cents) at 209 E. First St., then co-chaired building the Japanese Hospital in 1915 with H. T. Komai of Rafu Shimpo, amassed his fortune as a labor contractor in Oxnard in the 1920s, returned to Los Angeles around 1928 to be the Japanese Hospital superintendent until 1935, when he and his wife returned to Japan. (Mason-McKinstry, 35) (see 1915, Japanese Hospital

  1895 – Kanyaku Imin (government-sponsored migrant from Japan to Hawaii). The Meiji Government grants permission (passports) as another progressive sign from feudalism to a modern state. ¶ First group, 944 aboard the City of Tokio, landed in Honolulu on Feb. 8; the second of 988 board the Yamashiro Maru on June 17,  accompanied by Japanese officials to assure their rights are protected as agreed upon with Hawaii’s foreign minister. A third group of 927 arrived on  Feb. 14, 1896, including a new consul general Taro Ando. He founded the Japanese Benevolent Association for medical and social aid to Japanese laborers in 1887.

1896
     1896 – Restaurants. Number of Japanese-operated restaurants had peaked to sixteen by 1896

  Curator Mason believes these restaurants(( served only American-style food, offered at a nominal sum of 10 or 15 cents per meal . . . George Horio’s Yokohama Restaurant, 237 E. First St., employed four waiters, two cooks and a dishwasher; the owner and his kitchen crew all lived in a house at 143 Weller St. It was customary then for employees to be housed and fed. (Mason-McKinstrey, 3)

     1896 – Japanese Methodist Episcopal Church (Mii Kyokai) founded at 252 Winston St., first Japanese church in Little Tokyo.  Rev. Tokutaro Nakamura from Oakland was temporary pastor until Rev. Morizo Yoshida succeded a year later and who built the church on Georgia Street in 1906. Church moved in 1925 to heart of Seinan District, W. 35th St. and Normandie . . . The oldest Japanese church in Los Angeles returned to Little Tokyo in 1986 as Centenary United Methodist Church at Third and Central (Brian Hayashi, For Sake of Our Japanese Brethren, 59)

1896 – Santa Fe Railroad began to employ Japanese workers who did reasonably well. They all stayed at a boarding house, called Santa Fe, at 112 Rose St., run by Sanjuro Mizuno (Mason-McKinstry, 4)

1897    

     1897 – Nihonjin Kai.  Japanese Association of Los Angeles (Rafu Nihonjin-kai) was organized to promote understanding to avoid friction between the Japanese and city-at-large, served as agent for Japanese consulate in San Francisco, policed the Japanese community and fought anti-Japanese discrimination, and affiliated with Zaibei Nihonjinkai, Japanese Association of America, “the key political organization for Japanese immigrants.” (Yuji Ichioka, Issei, 157)

The Nihonjinkai was a most necessary organization, for while local politicians were sensitive to the likes and dislikes of the voters, they ignored the “voteless” Japanese, unless they were viewed as alarming by the voting public, whereupon the Japanese received attention which was unwelcome . . . They functioned as an employment agency in later years that lasted for more than ten years (until 1919). “  (Mason-McKintry, 5) 

1898

1898 – Japanese Farms. Up to this point, agriculture was in the hands of Chinese, Italians and Portuguese. The Japanese farmers, about 50 in number, suffered considerably from oppressive measures. Yet with determination and inherent ability at farming that by 1905, they cultivated 2,000 acres in scattered areas of Gardena Valley, San Fernando Valley and Orange County.  ¶  “In most cases, the Japanese were replace-ments for the declining Chinese labor force or others who left jobs on the farms as common laborers for more remunerative occupations.” In some cases, Japanese were hired as strike breakers. (Iwata, ibid., 139).  

Iwata adds early Japanese writers regarding immigrant labor groups from Japan were referred to as “Daiichidai Dobo” or First Generation Fellow Countrymen” before the common term, Issei, was coined.
1899    

      1899 – Southern Pacific follows suit of the Santa Fe Railroad to hire Japanese workers, maintaining their tracks and cleaning box cars.  (Mason-McKinstry, 4)

1900
     1900 – U.S. Census: Japanese population: Los Angeles 150; California 10,151; Hawaii 61,111; 48-state Mainland 24,326; nation-wide 85,437  

    ¶  Upon U.S. acquisition of Hawaii in 1898 and heavy Japanese influx to the Mainland from the Islands, the Hearst and McClatchy newspapers cited Japanese “Yellow Peril,” leading to anti-Japanese violence and discrimination  (Rolle, ibid., 380)

1900 – The citrus industry in Riverside-San Bernardino-Los Angeles (San Gabriel Valley) attracted Japanese crews. Roughly 30% of common laborers in Los Angeles County were Japanese; 54% were picking citrus (1,800 Japanese, 1,200 being white, 275 Mexicans, 100 Chinese-Koreans and 10 Indians, according to a 1911-12 Report of the Immigration Commission. 

¶  White and Japanese pickers were separated to avoid racial friction. First instance of opposition saw a small crew of five or six Japanese pickers being confronted by whites in Rialto in 1902.  At a Cucamonga packing house, masked white workers forced Japanese workers to flee; however, townsmen were with the Japanese . . .  Japanese at a Glendora packing house were ordered by white workers to leave within 24 hours, but stayed. The employer hired special guards to protect the Japanese as well as the packing house, which the protesters had threatened to burn down. 

¶     Generally the wages for pickers, Japanese or white, were the same, about $2 a day, or 20 cents per hour, 20 or 25 cents per crate of fruit. White growers hired Japanese “because it was claimed they endured the 120-degree heat of June-July better than the white, though they were said to be more intelligent and faster packers than the Issei.” (Iwata, ibid., 206-209.)

1900 –  Japanese Association of America (JAA) incorporated under California state law, in August, established as central hub for 40 affiliated organizations in Arizona, California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada, Idaho, Utah and Colorado with membership total of 16,000. Annual conventions held in January, its agenda focus on Americanizing their membership.  (Boddy, Japanese in America, 70-71).

1900 – Japantown No. 1.   Most Japanese lived in small houses around E. 4th Street, east of Main St. and adjacent parallel streets, Boyd and Winston, an area considered “industrial” around the turn of the century. There were foundries, metal shops, carriage and wagon shops, blacksmith and horseshoeing stables, White King Soap factory, wholesale produce markets, pottery kilns, food preparation plants, other small industries and junkyards. 

¶   Total city-wide population: 102,000 During the 1900s, Japanese began to settle in the northeast portion of the residential area from Main Street to the river, between Aliso and Fifth Street, about 10 blocks square (Mason-McKinstry, 6). 

¶   Earl Warren [1891-1974], governor of California [1943-53] and then U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice [1953-1969] He grew up in this area; his immigrant father from Norway worked for Santa Fe Railroad

1901
     1901 – Pioneer Issei fisherman.   Hatsuji Sano from Chiba Prefecture began at Port Los Angeles. Five years later he employed 60 fishermen for his fleet of 16 boats berthed at Port Los Angeles  (1½-mile wharf and rail terminus for Los Angeles-Independence Railroad built in 1891), San Pedro, Port Ballona (Playa del Rey), Oxnard and San Diego. “Japanese residents demanded fresh fish.” (Mason-McKinstry, 8.)

     1901 – Medical Professionals. Physician Dr. Ikeuchi and dentist Dr. Takagi came to Los Angeles from San Francisco and began practice, “an indication of the size and economy in the Japanese community. (Mason-McKinstry, 8.)

1902
     1902 – Pioneer Issei Fishermen.   Three Japanese who came to America in 1899 as houseboys, Kinzo Mayeda, Shigetaro Sujishi and Kotaro Yamamoto, had saved enough to purchase a small 5-hp. boat and fished for bottom fish off Santa Catalina Island kelp beds. Other Issei pioneers in fishing were Ryojiro Hatashita, Kohei Tatsumi, Jinshiro Tani and Yotaro Hatashita . . . Zenkichi Hamashita sought lobsters at White’s Point. (see 1908. Commercial Fishing)

1902-07 – The Big Red Cars.   Pacific Electric Railway spreads trolley lines and railroad tracks from Los Angeles into San Fernando Valley, to Santa Monica Bay, to San Pedro-Long Beach Harbor, to Santa Ana, Balboa, San Bernardino, Riverside and to Pasadena . . .  For Issei who laid tracks, it was a preview on where to farm after laying the tracks was completed

     1902 – Signs of Little Tokyo growth:   Two successful department stores, Asia and Hori Bros. were on First St . . . Matsuura Co. tailored ready-made suits to fit short-stature Issei;. Mr. Maruyama’s daikon and gobo gardens in the Riverside Drive area north of Elysian Park and his vendors sold vegetables door-to-door; Yamato Department Store in business on Broadway (until 1942);  tempura restaurant Momiji on E. 1st St.; barber shops with western-style baths. sembei, shoyu and tofu factories, two bookshops in Little Tokyo; partners Seiichi Kito and Mr. Furukawa open Fugetsu-do on Wilmington St. (renamed Weller, Col. Ellison Onizuka St.); Mrs. Tsuneko Okazaki licensed as the first Japanese midwife; Junzo Ogawa’s first Japanese watch repair shop on E. 1st; and  four vernacular newspapers (konyaku press) from the 1890s

      1902 – Strawberry Growers. Kamesaku Oda family from Hawaii purchased an acre in Moneta, the first Issei in Gardena Valley to grow strawberries. More Japanese berry farms followed.  By 1905 there were about 50 Japanese farms with 1,950 acres under cultivation; by 1910 there were 530 farms (not all Issei) with 6,100 acres under cultivation, county farm records show. (Iwata, ibid., 405)

 ¶    Japanese farms,  ranches and camps appeared in noticeable numbers in the Los Angeles Basin  through the 1900 (including Japanese labor camps)-1920s in nine areas:

     (1) Gardena Valley — Moneta, Gardena, Strawberry Park, Perry, Compton, Lomita, Walteria, Harbor City,  Bangle, 
Torrance, Hawthorne, Inglewood, Watts; 

     (2) San Fernando Valley — Lankershim, North Hollywood, Pacoima, Roscoe, Glendale, Tropico, Burbank,, Canoga Park, 
San Fernando, Sunland, -Tujunga;

     (3) Antelope Valley — Saugus, Palmdale and Lancaster; 

     (4) San Gabriel Valley — Pasadena, Arcadia, Santa Anita, Duarte, El Monte,  Monrovia, Glendora, Azusa (Ohtani Camp), 
Alhambra, Baldwin Park, Covina,Lordsburg, (RFD 12, Pomona) Rosemead, Rowland (RFD 1, Pomona)

     (5) Pomona Valley — Colton, Etiwanda, Cucamonga (Uchida Camp), Upland (Iwasaki Camp), Ontario, Rialto (Miyata 
Camp,  Shibutani Camp), Bloomington (Kubashima Camp),  San Bernardino  (Miki Camp), Highland (Kusunoki 
Camp),  Redland, and Riverside; 

     (6) Southeast Los Angeles County — Whittier (Tarumoto Camp), Laguna (Bell Gardens), San Antonio, Montebello, 
Newmark (RFD 2), Artesia, Norwalk, Bellflower, Compton, Downey, Hynes, Burnett (RFD 2 Long Beach), 
Signal Hill, Long Beach, Seal Beach;

     (7)  South Bay — Wilmington, San Pedro, Palos Verdes Hills, Dominguez Hills, Compton, Redondo Beach, Manhattan 
Beach and Hermosa Beach; 

     (8) And beyond Los Angeles – Hollywood,  Los Feliz (RFD 5), Central Avenue (RFD 12), Green Meadows (RFD 12), 
Baker Station (RFD 12), Fruitland (Vernon), Watts and Tweedy (RFD 3), Eagle Rock (RFD 1),  Palms, West 
Adams (RFD 7), Venice, Ocean Park, Port Los Angeles and  Green Meadows.  (Iwata, ibid., 393-412) 

     (9) Orange County – Garden Grove, Santa Ana, Anaheim, Buena Park, Stanton, Fullerton, Smeltzer (RFD, Huntington 
Beach), Huntington Beach

     1902 – Pioneer Issei Businessman.   Bungoro Mori opens Asia Co., selling merchandise from a hotel store front on N. Alameda in 1902; moves store in 1908 to 249-51 E. 1st and San Pedro St. with a Post Office branch to handle deliveries to Japan (“a much needed facility since only a part-time postal worker knew how to read and write Japanese”), became the largest Japanese-owned business in the 1920s. (Mason-McKinstry, 35)

1903 
     1903 – Pioneer Issei Businessman.  Kiyotaro Nakano, a sembei baker, bought a large  building at foot of the First Street bridge by Vignes for a boarding house and grocery store; other businesses came into this eastern frontier of Little Tokyo. . . By 1905, Japanese families occupied homes along Banning, Turner and Jackson Streets.  (Mason-McKinstry, 14-15)

( NHK-TV used the Nakano Hotel building as a setting for the “Sanga Moyu” drama, a story of Akira Itami who worked at Kashu Mainichi in the 1930s; the Los Angeles Daily Journal tore down the building  in the mid-‘90sa for its new office and production plant

     1903 – The Rafu Shimpo began as news bulletins prepared weekly at 128 N. Main St by three young men, Rippo Iijima, Masaharu Yamaguchi, Seijiro Shibuya attending USC. They mimeographed around 250 copies, some being posted on bulletin boards outside stores in Japantown  ¶ Other Japanese newspapers  were hectographed editions (konyaku press) during the turn of the century. (see 1914. The Rafu Shimpo)

     1903 – Fugetsu-Do, oldest Japanese confectionary in Little Tokyo, was founded by Seiichi Kito on Wilmington St. (now Col. Ellison Onizuka St.). He returned to Japan and trained for several months at Shofu-Do, Tokyo. He opened a new shop upon return at 245½ E. 1st  St. The factory was at 519 Banning  before Evacuation. The family spent the war years at Heart Mountain.  At 315 E. First after the war, his son Roy carried on when his father died in 1951

1904
 1904 – Japan America Society of Southern California founded

 1904 – Pioneer Issei Businessman. George Bungoro Tani [1872-1953] came to Los Angeles in 1899 and was a one of the major producers of bamboo furniture at 504 S. Broadway until 1907 when he opened International Theater in Little Tokyo (see 1907. International Theater) . . . Later associated with Asia Co., he was by the 1930s its vice president until the depart store was closed because of WW2 Evacuation. (Mason-McKinstry, 35)

      1904 – Boyle Heights. While Japanese congregated around First and San Pedro in pool halls, boarding houses and meshiya (Japanese fast food places), the first Japanese residential area outside Little Tokyo begins to grow in Boyle Heights around Evergreen Park (now a playground) 

     1904 – First Buddhist priest. Rev. Junzo Izumida builds Buddhist temple in Boyle Heights at E. 2nd and Savannah.  He came to survey the impact of Japanese immigration in California and established the first Buddhist group, Rafu Bukkyokai, at 229 E. Fourth (Pacific Citizen, 4-20-84)

1905
    1905 – Japantown #1. Japanese families occupy small frame homes along Banning, Turner and Jackson east of Alameda Street. Japanese businesses and rooming houses were still in the East 4th St. area (now the Toy District). ¶ By December, the city estimated 3,380 Japanese with another 1,200 in the unincorporated areas adjacent to the city. In other towns, the numbers: Tropico (Glendale) 312, Moneta (Gardena) 140, Pomona 294, Pasadena 217, Whittier 101, Colegrove (Hollywood) 37, San Fernando 23, Hynes 13, Norwalk 9. (Mason-McKinstry, 15)
     1905 – Holiness Church members gather in Little Tokyo, a charismatic denomination founded in Japan by Rev. Junji Nakada [1870-1939] with an American, Charles Cowman of Oriental Missionary Society. Nakada preached “Japanese were descendants of Israelites and therefore God’s Chosen People” (Brian Masaru Hayashi, For the Sake of Our Japanese Brethren, 63) (see 1920. Holiness Church)

1905 – Second Buddhist priest. Rev. Koyu Uchida organizes Nanka Bukkyokai in the San Pedro-Jackson Street area, then the so-called “red light” district of Japantown. (Mason-McKinstry, 14)
1905 – Yamato Colony is cited in L.A. Daily Journal’s  “The Heydays of the 1900s,” consisting of 10 families and 30 farmhands growing berries and hemp on 5 to 50 acres, 14 miles north of Los Angeles. Led by a former member of the Japanese Diet, colony was gone by 1908 because of poor ground and lack of water, and the Meiji government welcomed the return of former Tokugawa leaders and clansmen. 

 ¶  Other well-known “Yamato Colony” farms existed in Florida, (West Palm Beach), Texas (Rio Grande Valley) and in Northern California (Livingston)

    1905 – Venice-by-the-Sea features canals instead of streets as shoreline development, gondolas and years later Issei operated concessions at the beach and inland grew the famed Venice celery

    1905 – Picnicking Sites.  Japanese business community begins to picnic below Mt. Lowe. Big Red cars took passengers to Altadena, then transferring to an incline cable car to the summit

     1905 – Pioneer Issei Businessman:   Kinzo Yasuhara came to America in 1903, engaged in the hotel and saké brewery on Jackson St. in 1905. When Prohibition law became effective in 1919, the brewery was converted into a miso-shoyu factory.  As a ship chandler, he supplied all Japanese ships touching Southern California ports. He also had large farming interests in Baja California. (Boddy, Japanese in America, 176)

     1905 – ‘A Shooting between Gamblers’.    A man named Bunkichi Minamide was murdered in August in front of 205 N. San Pedro St., which police dismissed as a shooting between gamblers. Since the Rafu Nihonjinkai was unable to substantiate the circumstances, the incident prompted Nihonjinkai to gather background data in a-county-wide census of all Japanese 

     1905 - Population: Year-end tabulation: 3,387 Japanese in the city, 1,202 outside the city.  And if they moved, they were to notify the Nihonjinkai. If unemployed for more than two weeks, they were to notify the association. (Mason-McKinstry, 14)

1906
      1906 – Port Los Angeles. Japanese fishing village north of Santa Monica becomes a popular weekend resort for Japanese with shops, restaurants and hotels. The beach became a picnic ground. Without a breakwater, the Port Los Angeles wharf weakened and was abandoned in 1920  

   And another Hollywood film studio, Inceville, was further north on the coast 

      1906 – Shooting Gallery Incident (Marrch 5).  Japanese proprietor of a Main Street shooting gallery, Mr. Morita, was accused of putting up an American flag as target, encouraging Chinese patrons to shoot at it. It raised a furor in the press. The city revoked his business license. Subsequent investigation disclosed the American flag was not a target but a decoration put up the previous Fourth of July being hit by ricocheting bullets over the months. ¶ the facts: A drunken Caucasian teasing two Chinese teenagers who were shooting at the gallery was being driven off by Mr. Morita. The disgruntled spectator then went to the police and reported the incident that Chinese boys were desecrating the flag.  Though trivial, Los Angeles public anger and tensions being stirred was regarded as “irresponsible journalism in action”. (Mason-McKinstry, 16)

     1906 – Pentecostalism  (April 6).   A religious movement that became worldwide was born  in Little Tokyo by African Americans in a vacated tenement with a large barn-like hall at 312 Azusa Street (adjacent to JACCC today). Virtually a black neighborhood, the area included a tombstone shop, blacksmiths, stables and the Woodworth Lumber Yard 

 The Azusa Nazarene Mission with preacher W.J. Seymour from Houston, Texas, lasted for three years without a break and “where no one would complain of all-night singing and meeting,” according to a four-page paper, Apostolic Faith, December, 1906

    1906 -  San Francisco Earthquake and Fire (April 18).  An event of great importance to the Los Angeles Japanese community, the disastrous 8.3 earthquake and fire destroyed San Francisco’s Japantown on Stevenson St. near the Embarcadero. Between 1,000 and 3,000 Japanese were made homeless, many evacuated temporarily to cities across the bay; many eventually moved south to Los Angeles. Nihonmachi then moved west of Van Ness Ave. to the Western Addition tract along Post St. from Laguna to Webster           

     1906 – Japantown #2 Rises.   A new Japantown rises around Sixth and Grand with a population between 2,000 and 3,000 “refugees” from San Francisco’s  earthquake. Employment offices found jobs for a small fee or a percentage of their first pay check; popular jobs were house-cleaning, yard work, window washing.  (Mason-McKinstry, 16)

     1906 – Pioneers in Hollywood Industry.   Henry K. Kotani and other Issei from San Francisco were hired by Col. William Selig for his first movie, “Across the Divide,” at a defunct Chinese laundry at Seventh and Olive Streets. ¶   By 1913, Kotani was outplaying actor Sessue Hayakawa (see 1915) but determined his future was behind the camera (the pay was steadier); his panoramic shots at Malibu in Cecil DeMille’s “Joan, the Woman” won wide acclaim. He interned at Lasky’s Paramount Pictures and became a cameraman for DeMille in 1917. In 1920 Kotani returned to Japan and helped Shochiku become a top studio in Japan’s film industry. (Bob Okazaki, Pacific Citizen, 3-16-84) 

Story-teller Bob Okazaki and PC editor Larry Tajiri have reeled off in the Pacific Citizen of other Issei and Nisei pioneers in the film industry: 

   Sojin Kamiyama, a Shakespearian actor at the Imperial Theater in Tokyo, who entertained Japanese audiences in 1917 in Hawaii and in Los Angeles, starred in a number of films, including the first Charlie Chan flick as a detective and returned to Japan in 1937 to continue his career.

Eddie izumi, the first Issei to graduate from Hollywood High in 1918, went to work with MGM two years later and became an art director. In 1955, he supervised building the sets for Teahouse of the August Moon in Japan.

     1906 –   Segregated School for Japanese (Oct. 11). San Francisco Board of Education orders Chinese, Japanese pupils to attend the all-Oriental school near Chinatown after Oct. 15, because 93 Japanese students were said to be overcrowding  white schools. ¶ The incident, not only was protested by the Japanese Association of America, but by the Japanese Ambassador in Washington and the Japanese government, that was finally settled by the Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1908 under hand of President Roosevelt; on March 13, 1913, the order was rescinded just for Japanese students. ¶  Other districts where segregated schools for Japanese existed in Florin and Walnut Grove in Sacramento County 

   1906 – Real ‘Sushi’ Served.  A refugee from San Francisco, Gentaro Isogaya opened a sushi-ya at 116 Weller St., serving nigiri-sushi: mound of white rice, spiced with wasabi and topped with a slice of raw fish, clam or other seafood. Till then, sushi was founded from time-to-time in Japanese restaurants. (Mason-McKinstry, 16-17)

1907
    1907 – International Theater. Tadayoshi Isoyama and Bungoro Tani open International Theater, 228 E. First St. The same Mr. Tani ran a bamboo shop weaving furniture in 1904, He subsequently managed Asia Department Store until 1942. 

     1907 – St. Mary’s Episcopal Church was founded at 1334 Flower St. at Pico by Japanese-speaking Anglican missionary Mary Louise Paterson and a hostel for refugees from the San Francisco earthquake. Encouraged to the priesthood, lay reader John Misao Yamazaki was ordained in 1913 at Berkeley Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. The mission, meantime, had moved to 961 S. Mariposa. (For 75 Years the Spirit of St. Mary’s, 1982) (see 1913, Fr. Yamazaki)

     1907 – ‘Nippon Mura’.   A front page story in L.A. Daily Journal reports on California Japanese Farmers Assn.’s “Nippon Mura.” (Access to the issue at City Public Library was  not pursued. (Pacific Citizen, 3-23-84)

1908
     1908 – Japanese Christian Church founded at Ninth and Olive to minister to young Issei workers at wholesale produce markets . . . The  church moves closer to market at Ninth and Wall Street, renamed All People’s Church after moving south in the 1930s to 822 E. 20th St. 

     1908 – “Gentlemen’s Agreement,” an arrangement concluded in Washington between San Franciscan politicians led by Mayor Schmitz and Japan to issue no more passports to laborers to the Mainland, in order to reinstate Japan-born and U.S.-born children to public schools rather than attend the all-Oriental school in Chinatown. President Roosevelt’s part was to see that the Japanese government bound itself to the agreement. Nonetheless, Japanese labor surreptitiously entered California from Hawaii and Mexico . . . As laborers were too poor to go home, the “picture bride” system for marriage began. (Rolle, ibid., 382)

     1908 – Commercial Fishing.  Noriyoshi Toyama canned and sold abalone in Japan and Hawaii, and shells to Germany until 1910 when California law limited the size of abalone to be fished. Toyama then turned to canning tuna, employed technician Shoichi Nakahara and relied on boats owned by local fishermen, Asari, Yoshida and Yabe . . . By 1915, the So. Calif. Japanese Fishermen’s Assn. numbered 100 boats, 350 fishermen in their fleet
1909
1909 – Japantown #1.   Houses removed to cut San Pedro Street through from Second to First Street 

1909 – Bank Failures. Two Japanese banks (Kinmon Ginko in early March and Nichibei Ginko a week later) closed their doors in wake of the Panic of 1908; many men lost their entire savings . . . Japanese businessmen were devastated: “No credit, no way to restock their shelves, no loans available, but in a year, but businessmen were able to recover.” (Mason-McKinstry, 27)

1909 – Ninth St. Market.  Chinese merchants open (Wholesale Produce) City Market at Ninth and San Pedro with Japanese farmers as a “constant factor” providing half of sales until 1942. City Market handled produce from other ethnic farmers, Caucasian and Asian . . . Meanwhile, Japanese commission houses also opened at the new market (known as Seventh St. Market) at Seventh and Alameda. (Mason-McKinstry, 28)

1909 – Nomiya.   Police closed about 15 nomiya because some sold beer and saké on Sundays or did not have a city liquor license. Many did not understand they needed to pay $25 city tax to sell liquor at $25 per month. (Saloons paid $75 per month.) . . . Within three weeks, the nomiyas paid their $100 fine and acquired the city license to reopen. Owners also paid the $50 fine for each waitress. (Mason-McKinstry, 28)

     1909 – Pioneer Community Leader.   Law school graduate Katsutaro Tanigoshi, at age 14, was then the youngest immigrant from Japan, entered San Francisco’s Lowell High School in 1896, graduated in1900; majored in pre-law at Wisconsin and finished with degree in law from Northwestern in 1907. He began to practice law* in Little Tokyo in 1909; was president of the Rafu Nihonjinkai (1918-1919), promoted Liberty Bonds, war savings stamps, American Red Cross and other relief organizations during WW1. He was trustee and treasurer of Japanese Children’s Home (Shonien). (Boddy, ibid., 184) * Issei with law degrees (and ineligible for citizenship) did not actually “practice law” but served as legal counsels or as  Japanese interpreters at court. Lawyers needed to be a citizen.

    1909 – Pioneer Community Leader.   George Danzo Kiyowara, first Issei hired by an American bank at Second and Spring, assisted Japanese depositors, managed the Japanese department of Home Savings Bank in 1911,  dabbled in Texas oil development, sold lumber to Japan, bought land in Highland Park to promote “Wisteria Garden Home” for Japanese, and served as perennial delegate at Japanese Methodist Episcopal Church conferences. Kiyowara came from Kumamoto in 1895, graduated Oakland Central High, majored in economics at UC Berkeley, and studied law at USC. (Hayashi, ibid., 50-51.)

1910
     1910 – U.S. Census: Japanese population: Los Angeles 4,438; California 41,356; Hawaii 79,675; 48-state Mainland 72,157; nation-wide 151,835 . . . “The census figures for 1900 or 1910 did not include a floating population of Japanese who worked in the rural areas in the summer and wintered in the city . . . Japanese sources estimated between 6,000 and 7,000 from  1907-1911 for Los Angeles City.” (Mason-McKinstry, 7, 29)

     1910 – Moving Out from J-Town. Japanese residents begin to move from Shitamachi (downtown Little Tokyo, once called “Jewtown”) and from Japantown #2 (7th and Grand district) to areas free of racial restrictive covenants beside Boyle Heights:  East Hollywood (North Virgil St. area near Melrose), Uwamachi  (Uptown district: E/W Vermont and Western, N/S San Marino and Pico), and to Seinan-ku: (West Jefferson/Southwest L.A. district centered at W. 36th St. and Normandie,  nurseries accounted for a concentration of Japanese population.) (Pacific Citizen, 4-20-84.)  ¶  A few Japanese  moved to the “Flats,” an area east of the Los Angeles River beyond the First Street Bridge, where for years settled by White Russians, Mexicans and Italians. In the 1930s a Japanese theater existed on E. 1st St. near Clarence.  (Mason-McKinstry, 29)

    1910 – Pioneer Community Leader.   Ginnosuke Yuasa came to Los Angeles in the late 1890s,  employed at Sanshichi Akita’s bamboo factory and eventually Los Angeles correspondent and branch manager of San Francisco’s Hokubei Mainichi. He  served as president of the Rafu Nihonjinkai between 1900 and 1910, an important role during the formative days of the community.  He returned to Japan in the 1920s. (Mason-McKinstry, 36)

     1910 – Picnicking Site.   Japanese village movie set built at Luna Park, adjacent to Lincoln Park, for Col. Selig’s movies. Luna Park was also known as Selig’s Zoo.  Kenjinkais hosted piccnics at Luna Park (Pacific Citizen, 3-23-84). 

     1910 – First Japanese telephone directory (all in Japanese), covering Los Angeles city, county, and Orange County, published by Hajime Nakajima, Empire Printing Co.

 By 1925, the address and phone numbers were typeset; in 1932 the names were in both Japanese type and  English . Earliest appearance of “Nisei” in the directory was found in 1937:  Nisei-Do, 336½ E 1st St., and Nisei Trading Co., 256 E. 2nd St.  ¶  In 1965, Empire Printing published its final directory. ¶  Two more volumes were printed with permission from Empire Printing, which retained the copyright, by Wimp Hiroto of Crossroads in 1970 and 1973 (Harry Honda, Nisei Week Festival Book, 1990)

 1910 – Koyasan Buddhist Temple.  Rev. Shutai Aoyama, Shingon Buddhist missionary, arrives to survey prospect for a temple.  Staying at the three-story Miyako Hotel, 909 E. 1st St., he found a job at nearby Santa Fe Railroad.  As related from temple records, the proprietor of the hotel, Kiyotaro Nakano, reputedly the richest Issei in Nihonmachi in the 1900-1920 era, was surprised to learn his hotel guest was a Koyasan priest and told how Japanese immigrants were indifferent to religion and were being ostracized by the whites. Mr. Nakano wondered if he would stay and start a place of worship and be seen as good neighbors for the whole community. 

¶   Rev. Aoyama accepted the challenge and with Nakano’s introductions to construct a temple, he met with immigrants who came from Ehime, Wakayama and Okayama prefectures where faith in Kobo Daishi is strong. He gained support of twelve members, had its first meeting place in a house near Elysian Park, then to Commercial Street next to member Saburo Takasugi’s miso factory.

¶   In 1919, the elders remodeled a Japanese restaurant at 133 N. Central Ave. to be a suitable temple. It was enshrined in 1920. It was then the largest Buddhist temple in Nihonmachi. With that, Rev. Aoyama returned to Tokyo . 

¶   The little tree that Rev. Aoyama planted in 1920 in front of Daishi Mission on Central Avenue stands today as the huge historic rubber tree. (Koyasan Buddhist Temple’s 50th Anniversary Program). 

¶ Application to designate the Rev. Aoyama Tree a city Historic Cultural Monument was submitted in 2007 by the Little Tokyo Historical Society. (Rafu Shimpo, 1-24-08) 

¶ Not until 1891 did Japanese immigration to the United States exceed 1,000 per year. (Andrew Rolle, ibid., 380)
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