PAGE  
9
#19-F- Japanese Catholic Briefs and Timeline  =  last printed 10/23/2007

Of Japanese Catholics in America: Briefs and Timeline
Catholic footprints in feudal Japan (1542-1868)
1542 
Jesuit missionary Francisco Xavier [1506-1552] arrives in Portuguese India (Goa) after a 13-month voyage from Lisbon, meets his first Japanese, Yajiro (a 35-year old samurai from Kagoshima who posed as a Buddhist monk), while conducting a wedding in Malacca (7 Dec 1547), baptizes him Paulo who prompted Xavier to look further east, learn Japanese customs, language and the religion of his own Buddhist sect. 



(Goa at the time was seen as the “Rome of the East,” the “Paris of India”)
1542
Japan is accidentally discovered when Portuguese adventurer Fernão Mendes Pinto and two companions aboard a Chinese pirate ship from Macao for Ryukyu, only to be blown off course, land at Tanegashima off Kagoshima.  Lord of the island, Tanegashima Tokitaka, inquisitive at the sight of firearms, learns from them its use and eventually its manufacture of the heavy matchlock
1549
During the winter, Paulo Anjiro (Yajiro) translates a small catechism Xavier used in India before going to Japan; text was eventually corrected as Paulo consistently relied on Buddhist terms, there being no Japanese equivalent of Christian concepts  
 
1549
Padre Xavier and companions set foot in Kagoshima Aug 15;  irst three daimyos in Kyushu he meets are eventually baptized: Otomo (Francis) Yoshihige in 1578, Omura (Bartholomew) Sumitada in 1562, and Arima (John-Protasius) Harunobu in 1579
1551
The first Christmas Mass in Japan is celebrated in Yamaguchi, a city of 35,000; Xavier preached for 2½ years with some success and was told that in order to convert Japan, it must be through China, and left Japan in April 1552, accompanied by companions and a Chinese interpreter, secretly landing on a desolate Sancian Island, some 100 miles south of Hong Kong. (China was then closed to foreigners)
1552
Dec 3  (His feast day).  St Francis Xavier dies at Sancian Island, body was packed in lime, buried in Portuguese India Goa; two months later, physicians verified the body was incorrupt; his right arm was detached (1615) and taken to Rome, where it was venerated for 300 years
1571
After Portuguese merchants arrive in Japan to trade, military leader Oda Nobunaga encounters Portuguese priests and supports their work as a counterbalance against militant Buddhists attempting to influence secular affairs; a civil war brewed that lasted until the Battle of Sekigahara in 1600
1587
Having eliminated Oda Nobunaga forces (Oda had perished in battle in 1582), now as supreme commander Toyotomi Hideyoshi bans all missionaries; though not obeyed nor was the ban enforced
1597
Feudal system in Japan, rule of the shoguns, militant Buddhist sects, the emperor and his court barely surviving in Kyoto, had plunged the nation into a series of civil wars; Toyotomi abruptly enforces the ban
1597
26 Martyrs of Japan.  Toyotomi orders six European missionaries (from Spain, Mexico and from India) and 20 Japanese followers crucified Feb. 5 in Nagasaki; beatified in 1627 by Pope Urban VIII and canonized in 1862 by Pope Pius IX. (Feb. 5 is the feast day of St. Paul Miki and Companions.  A church in Dana Point near San Juan Capistrano is named St. Philip of Jesus, the first Mexican saint)
1600
Battle of Sekigahara (Oct 1). Before this important event in Japanese history, there were 14 Christian daimyo scattered around the country, about 300,000 followers. In victory over his opponents of 130,000 led by Hideyoshi in a battle (near Nagoya), Tokugawa Ieyasu (I), at the head of 80,000 men, rises to supreme power, then revives and increases severity against Christianity
1609
Ship carrying Spanish governor of the Philippines Rodrigo Vivero y Velasco and crew, enroute from Manila to Acapulco, is shipwrecked off the coast of Chiba; Ieyasu ordered English pilot Will Adams to build Japan’s first ocean-going vessel, named San Bonaventura, for their return. Spanish galleons were at the mercy of violent storms in the western Pacific that sank or tossed them ashore off the Ryukyus and Japan 

1611
Aboard San Bonaventura, captained by Spanish explorer Juan Sebastiano Vizcaíno, 23 Japanese return from Mexico, after delivering Don Rodrigo Vivero; and joined by friar Luis Sotelo from the Franciscan monastery for the Far East at Cuernavaca. (At the Cathedral are remains of murals on the interior walls depicting the 26 Martyrs of Japan, which experts confirm as being drawn in the 1600s by Japanese artisans. Across the top in capital letters: resiven en japon …. emperador taycosama. mando maritizar, por )
1613
Hasekura Tsunenaga Embassy, friar Sotelo as guide and interpreter, depart from Sendai for Europe through Mexico, in Spain in 1614, meet King Philip III in Madrid where Hasekura is baptized Felipe Francisco, meets and exchanges gifts with Pope Paul V in Rome. The embassy returned home in 1620. (Descendants of Embassy samurai who stayed in Spain have gathered in fiesta in a town near Seville.) 
1614
Tokugawa (I) Ieyasu expels all Christian missionaries

1620
Tokugawa (II) Hidetada imposes search and inquisition of “Kirishitan,” Japanese Christians go underground, passing their faith orally for generations

1622
Sept 10: Great Martyrdom. Where the 26 Martyrs of Japan were crucified, assembled were 60,000 people (husbands, wives and their children) from Nagasaki and Omura. Of these 158 were executed, beheaded, burned to death or had suffered in prison for ten years and beatified July 7, 1867 by Pius IX. Between 1617 and 1632, the war on the Church peaked in 1622; nearly 6,000 more Christians were executed for their faith during the ensuing decade; newer Nagasaki martyrs St. Thomas Nishi and 15 companions were canonized by John Paul II in xxx 1987; Fr. Peter Kibe Kasui, a Jesuit priest scalded to death in volcanic hot spring in 1603, and 187 Japanese martyrs were beatified by Benedict XVI. (Recognized are 42 saints and 378 blessed) 
1629
Fumi-e testing belief in Christianity begins in Nagasaki. (Those who did not step on the plaque with Catholic images were deemed by the government to be Christian and executed or imprisoned. Christians who did were “kakure” Christians) 
1637
Third group of nine Japanese martyrs were four from Spain, three Japanese and one each from Italy and Portuguese, all Dominicans, canonized by Pope John Paul II on Oct. 18, 1987  
1638
The Shimabara Rebellion: Samurai and farmers of Amakusa, numbering more than 37,000 including women and children, occupied an abandoned castle to battle the government (bakufu) forces of 120,000 led by their lord, Terazawa Katataka, to quell the rebellion. Terazawa, who extremely overworked and heavily taxed his vassals and people, was also relentless in enforcing the official ban of Christianity. The siege lasted three months, storming the castle where all but 105 who escaped were slaughtered; on the bakufu side, casualties numbered 1,990 dead and 10,650 wounded 
1639
Edicts establishing national isolation policies completed, all Westerners prohibited from entering Japan except the Dutch who were evicted from Hirado to the island of Deshima, Nagasaki

1639-1865
“Kakure” Christians in Japan went underground, survive without priests, sacraments. “A unique subculture of Christianity was created with pseudo-liturgical form of worship with heavy external sacramentals in daily life. Examples were reflective mirrors, Imari porcelain ware with crosses shaped in the patterns, tsuba (sword guards) concealing shapes of a crucifix, and distinctly Japanese-like Madonna and Child artwork,” notes Richard Imon, instructor at Regis University campus in Henderson, Nevada
1641
Tokugawa (III) Iemitsu closes Japan, limits trade to Dutch, Chinese and Koreans; national isolation policy (Sakoku) meant as total ban on Christianity

1665
Daimyos ordered to follow Shogunate’s example to appoint inquisitors charged with annual scrutiny of Christians

Early Years of Japanese Catholics in U.S. and Japan (1850-1911)

1850
Narrative of a Japanese: “Of Joseph Heco (1837-1890).  Shipwrecked, adrift in the Pacific for 50 days, seventeen men including Hikozo Hamada were rescued by Americans Oct. 30, 1850, reach San Francisco 42 days, housed on a docked ship for a year while U.S. awaited an opportunity to return the castaways to Japanese waters. Boarding the USS St. Mary to join Commodore Perry’s expedition to Japan at Macao and after waiting six months, Heco decided to return to San Francisco. His use of English attracted Beverley Sanders, customs collector, who took him to his home in Baltimore, enrolled him in a Catholic school, was baptized a Catholic (1854), adopting the name Joseph Heco. As an aide to Sen. William Gwin (R-Calif.), Heco met President Buchanan and gained familiarity with America’s political system. To protect himself against Japanese punishment, he was naturalized June 30, 1858, by U.S. District Judge William Fell Giles, Baltimore. Heco returned to Japan, hired by U.S. consul Townsend Harris as an interpreter in Kanagawa (1859); revisiting U.S., he met President Lincoln (1862), and returned in 1863 to write his Narratives. Deciding to stay, he began the first newspaper handwritten in Japanese in Yokohama (1864), joined young leaders in Nagasaki to overthrow the Shogunate and inform the government with Emperor Meiji on how the American democracy functions (1868); he never married
1853
Commodore Perry negotiates U.S.-Japan relations; Japan’s isolation Sakoku policy is breached 

1865
French priest Bernard Petitjean discovers descendants of hidden “Kakure Kirishitan” in Nagasaki
1860 c.
In the mid-19th century, immigrants, Catholics and Lutherans from Bavaria, settled in Missouri, a region then called Nova Germania; Catholics named their church, “Holy Martyrs (Witnesses) of Japan,” likely in commemoration of Japanese saints who were canonized in 1862, though pastor Fr. Pavlik (1990s) is not certain about it. The church is, incredulously, located in Japan, Missouri—spotted on the state map off Interstate 44 southwest from St. Louis to Sullivan; during WW2, the town changed its name to Jenkins, but after the war the village reclaimed its original name. (Notes from Dr Henry Ema (’32), St. Louis, Mo.)
1869
New Meiji government imprisons 3,400 Catholics in 22 different areas, splitting families, properties confiscated and prisons in unbearable conditions. Foreign powers mounted pressures to terminate such barbaric treatment. (Fujita, Japan’s Encounter with Christianity, 2000, p. 246)

1873
Emperor Meiji government lifts ban against Christianity; exiled Christians are free to go home; the National Constitution of Feb. 11, 1889 formally includes the guarantee of freedom of belief

1890s
Issei in Hawaii often called the Catholic Church as the “Portuguee Church” because of the preponderance of Portuguese parishioners (plantation owners and foremen) from the Azores, thus hesitant to join; the study of catechism also posed problems. (Uchinanchu, History of Okinawans in Hawaii, 1987, p.184)
1899
Los Angeles Issei pioneer Peter M. Suski, baptized as teenager in his hometown in Okayama by a French priest, arrives in San Francisco, is married in 1903, and with two daughters move to Los Angeles after the 1906 San Francisco earthquake,; one of three founders of the newspaper, Rafu Shimpo. He led prayer meetings with fellow Issei Catholics before Father Breton came to Los Angeles in 1912 (Suski, My 50 Years in America, 1960)
1903
Vancouver, B.C.—Both Anglican and Roman Catholic sources tell of Sister Stella O’Melia [1868-1939] began to work among Japanese under auspices of St. James (Anglican) Church with Issei women working in Caucasian homes and operating a nursery. She was among co-founders the Franciscan Sisters of Atonement
1905
Los Angeles—Chodo Okutake of Los Angeles, baptized a Catholic in San Francisco in 1905, is cited as the first Okinawan immigrant baptized in America (Kobashigawa, History of the Okinawans in North America, 1988, p.410)
1910
San Francisco—Church records show Francis Sakamaki and a Mr. Nakamura gathered Japanese Catholics in the Bay Area for prayer meetings at St. Dominic’s Church near Japantown

1911
Spokane— Jesuit scholastic Pius Moore and Japan-born Jesuit lay brother Francis Masui at Gonzaga College begin a mission for Japanese railroad workers. (Spokane was a railroad hub with hundreds of Issei men)
1911
Boston—Fr. James A. Walsh, then director of the Society for Propagation of Faith, establishes the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America, its home base on a knoll, later called “Maryknoll,” in Ossining, New York, overlooking the Hudson River. It was the first Catholic society of Americans for foreign missions
The Father Breton Years (1912-1921)

1912
Los Angeles—Leo Kumataro Hatakeyama, Russo-Japanese war veteran, asks his Bishop Alexandre Berlioz, Hakodate, is it possible by registered mail to confess sins and be resolved  because there is no priest who understood Japanese? Berlioz replies it is impossible but promises to send a Japanese-speaking priest to minister to him and others. He also asks Maryknoll, then in infancy, to help locating a place for the work to begin 
1912
Bishop Berlioz directs French priest Fr. Albert Breton, MEP (Paris Foreign Missions), convalescing in London to return to Japan via Los Angeles, arrives Oct 12. His mission in Japan began in 1905 at Aomori, working with children
1912
First Mass with Japanese homily is celebrated by Father Breton [1882-1954] at Brownson House chapel (Boyle Heights) on Christmas; as directed, he surveys prospects of Japanese missions in Vancouver BC, Seattle, Sacramento, San Francisco and San Diego; continues to say Mass for four years at Brownson House
1913
San Francisco—Father Breton launches Japanese mission (2156 Pine St. near Webster), visiting once a month until Jesuits at St. Ignatius College accepted to carry on; Japanese-speaking Fr. Julius Egloffstein, S.J, from Lewiston, Idaho, serves as pastor till his death in 1921; priests from college fill in until 1925 when Divine Word missionaries from Japan assume mission (see 1925)
1914
Los Angeles Bishop Thomas Conaty offers, dedicates Bunker Hill House (707 W. 2nd St.) as St. Francis Xavier Mission for Father Breton’s residence, hostel and clubhouse. Bishop Berlioz informs Conaty to keep Breton as he saw fit
1915
Visitation Homon-kai Sisters. Upon Father Breton’s request of co-worker (Fr. Emile Leger, MEP), four ladies from Aiku-Kai (Catechist Lovers of the Cross) of Kagoshima, land in San Francisco and led by Margaret Matsumoto, eldest of the four (Srs. Angela Yamano, Margaret Fujisawa, Dolores Ohye), establish themselves as the Visitation Sisters (Homon-kai). In Los Angles, they open a children’s nursery in the Vermont-Adams district, start kindergarten and night school for Japanese at 133 S. Hewitt. The order is currently headquartered in Kamakura, Japan
1916
 San Francisco— Jesuit scholastic Pius Moore is ordained; secures house in 1918 at Pine & Octavia as foundation site of St. Francis Xavier Church and Morning Star (Gyosei) School  (Fr. Moore eventually became president of University of San Francisco in the 1920s)
1918
Los Angeles—K. Hatakeyama and his wife die during influenza plague; daughter Rosa placed in Sisters Home. (refer to 1912, Hatakeyama)
1919
Fr. Breton’s mission moves to permanent quarters (226-228 S. Hewitt), known for decades as Deaconness Home and Annex; his lay catechist in Morioka, Japan, Henry T. Yonai, is summoned to assist; his wife and children (Bernadette, Joseph and Michael) soon follow
1919
Anxious to return to Japan, Father Breton pleads with Catholic Foreign Mission Society (Maryknoll) to continue his work; Maryknoll accepts after assurance from Vatican that Los Angeles would be as a stepping stone to work in Japan

Early Years of Japanese Missions on the West Coast (1920-1941)
1920
Los Angeles—As mission expands, Bishop John Cantwell offers the Visitation Sisters a larger home and carriage house (425 S. Boyle) as convent and orphanage; Boyle Heights locale assumes an affectionate name: “Sisters Home”. First four Maryknoll Sisters Lumina, principal; Magdalen, Aloysius and Peter arrive in spring to work with Visitation Sisters. Fr. George Staub, M.M., in charge of Japanese work for one year
1920
Seattle—Bishop Edward O’Dea seconds Father Breton’s initiative for Japanese mission. Maryknoll Sisters Gemma (Margaret) Shea and Teresa Sullivan open kindergarten with 16 children at 1000 Spruce St.; prejudice against Asians was so strong that the day nursery on Broadway for working mothers would not accept Japanese children
1921
Los Angeles—After nine years in America, Father Breton returns to Japan in June; Visitation Sisters follow, last two of ten leave in 1925; one remains (Sister Marianna Akashi) and joins the Maryknoll Sisters 

1921
Maryknoll superior for West Coast Fr. William Kress from Ohio builds two-story school (226 S. Hewitt), replacing wooden structures, which were moved out “lock, stock and barrel.” Bishop Cantwell dedicates new school in December

1923
Seattle— In June 1922, a larger home at 507-17th Avenue for convent and school to house 11 Maryknoll sisters, some in nurse training across the street at Providence Hospital. Sunday Masses were said in the kindergarten room. When Brother Martin Barry came that year to drive the school bus, enrollment had grown to 84 pupils. Japanese catechist Francis Chiujo began to instruct Issei in the rural areas of Orilla and O’Brien in White River Valley north of Tacoma. 

1924
Seattle— Fathers Robert Cairn and Joseph Sweeney came from San Francisco for occasional visits until 1926 when Fr. John C. Murrett as first pastor celebrated Sunday Masses regularly at the Kindergarten Hall.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Each year after 1922, another grade was added; in 1933 five graduated from the 8th grade. (Father Sweeney became famous as the “Priest to the Lepers” in prewar China and postwar Korea; Father Murrett was the unsigned editor of the Field Afar, Maryknoll’s monthly magazine)
1924
Los Altos—Maryknoll constructs junior seminary at Los Altos Hills, Calif., still visible from the I-280 interstate despite loss of its Asian-styled tower after the Loma Prieta-San Francisco Bay earthquake in 1989
1925
San Francisco—From Japan, SVD Fathers William Stoecke and John Zimmerman continue work of the Jesuits. (Society of Divine Word Seminary, founded in 1909 at Techny, Ill., is the first seminary in America to accept Black students for the priesthood)
1926
Vancouver, B.C.—In Canada, the Franciscan Sisters of Atonement from Graymoor, N.Y., began the Japanese Catholic mission school in east Vancouver where Japantown was located; held English classes for Issei in Steveston, a fishing village on the Fraser River about 15 miles south of Vancouver. (The religious order was founded by an ecumenical pair who believed unity among Christian churches was essential: Episcopalian priest and nun, Fr. Paul Wattson and Mother Lurana White, who had converted to Catholicism in the 1900s. Despite opposition from Catholics and Protestants, the two founders and 15 associates were received corporately, not individually, into the Roman Catholic Church by Msgr. Joseph Conroy, vicar general of the Ogdensburg, N.Y., diocese on Oct. 30, 1909. The order was, and still is, based at Graymoor, once an Episcopalian monastery in upstate New York by the Hudson River)
1926
Los Angeles—First Maryknoll School class of eighth graders (Joseph Takeuchi, George Kurata) graduate

1926
Maryknoll School organizes Boy Scout Troop 145, Bro. Philip Morini, scoutmaster
1927
Hawaii—The Holy See asks Maryknoll to staff parishes in Hawaii, since there were scarcely any priests of U.S. origin in the Territory. Father Kress and Bro. Philip Morini leave to organize Maryknoll-in-Hawaii, staffing one parish, Sacred Heart Church in Punahou; Fr. Tom Kiernan in Hilo builds school, library, clinic, library, cafeteria and hall; Fr. John Coulehan came in 1937, moved after the war to the Big Island (Holualoa, near Kailua-Kona) and began a CYO boxing program; Maryknoll Sisters worked in the parishes and staffed Maryknoll High School in Honolulu. (By 1960, 35 men of Maryknoll were working in 17 parishes, most of them in the rural areas of the Big Island)
1927
Los Angeles—Fr. Hugh T. Lavery [1895-1970] ordained in 1924, arrives to head Maryknoll School and Church as superior; after an assignment in Maryknoll-in-Seattle (1932-35), returns to develop and administer Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles until transfer in 1956 to Maryknoll’s new promotions office in New Orleans, culminating 30-year association with Japanese in America. Because of crippling stroke in the ‘60s, he came under care of his sister in Fairfield, Conn., and retired. Emperor of Japan decorated him with Order of Sacred Treasure, 5th Class (1966) 
1928
Japan’s first native bishop, Most Rev. Januarius Hayasaka of Nagasaki, visits Japanese missions on the West Coast: Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles
1929
Third floor added to Maryknoll School as student-body count hovers 400

1930
Maryknoll Sisters acquire sanitarium in Monrovia to nurse tubercular Japanese patients; $10,000 donation from Catholic Issei physician (Dr. Daishiro Kuroiwa) made acquisition possible; updated to hospital in 1959. As need fell, the Sisters put up their “for sale” sign in 1968 but not the convent; with no buyers, in 1982 facility became a home for ambulatory Sisters in retirement 

1930
Seattle—Fr. John Murrett builds “L”-shape, two-story structure, combining Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church (its upper floor as chapel, lower floor as an auditorium) and Maryknoll School (K-8), its entrances adorned as a torii, Chinese-red beams and black columns protected the sanctuary; Bishop O’Dea and Japanese Consul Suemasa Okamoto participate at groundbreaking and dedication ceremonies. First 8th-grade class of five students graduates in 1933; Sister Theodore, sister superior in 1931, was elected Mother Superior at the Motherhouse in 1934, Sister Mary Judith replaced her 
1932
Vancouver, B.C.—Father Benedict Quigley, S.A., arrives to succeed a hospital chaplain who was assisting the Sisters working with Japanese and Canadian Indians and as pastor of the mission on Cordova Street that served as a day care center for Japanese and a kindergarten to prepare them for public school. His headquarters in New York tried calling him back but every time they did, he simply countered, “I can’t bear to leave these children behind” and remained. Because of WW2, he negotiated and  secured permission from the British Columbia Security Commission for a group transfer of Japanese to Greenwood, B.C., a ghost town in the Canadian Rockies. Its success enabled further family movements to other ghost towns in the province 
1932
Tokyo—May 5, Yasukuni Shrine Incident. Maryknoll School graduate (’33) Fr. George Minamiki, S.J., cites this event in his book, Chinese Rites Controversy, 1985. Two or perhaps three Sophia University students among 60 embarrassed the university and Army Ministry for not paying reverence to the war dead at the Shinto shrine (as Catholics at the time were forbidden to visit the shrines), they “refused to present arms at the signal.” (p. 140). It was finally determined visiting Yasukuni was patriotic, not religious; Ministry of Education held act of homage required of students at Yasukuni had no other significance than to show patriotism and loyalty. The government was reassured by Archbishop Jean Chambon of Tokyo of the patriotism and loyalty of Japanese Catholics. Sophia University president Fr. Herman Hoffman himself made a visit to Yasukuni to manifest goodwill of the university. In 1937, Cardinal Dennis Dougherty of Philadelphia, returning from the Eucharistic Congress in Manila,  with Archbishops Peter Doi of Tokyo and Paul Marella, papal nuncio, were received in audience with the Emperor at the Imperial Palace  and visited the Yasukuni and Meiji Shrines. “It presaged the day when Japanese Catholics would be freed from the suspicion of disloyalty to their country—Minamiki.” (p. 158)
1933
Men of Maryknoll (Frs. Patrick Byrne, Everett Briggs, William Whitlow) permitted by the Holy See to preach in Japan, entrusted with first mission field in Shiga Prefecture (Otsu), a part of the Osaka Diocese
1935
Fr. Clarence Witte arrives in Japan, assigned to Hikone near the famed white castle; his six years of church work included teaching English conversation and typing at a local commercial college in 1940-41
1936
Los Angeles—Maryknoll School organizes Girl Scouts troop
1937
Portland— Sisters of the Holy Names, Catholic Action Club at Marylhurst College for Women, and Fr. Martin Thielsen, diocesan priest, open Japanese Catholic school (K-3), Mrs. Mineko Miyako taught Japanese; Father Tibesar, M.M., visiting from Seattle names it “St. Paul Miki School.” School offers free bus transportation, all-day care, catechism, Saturday classes; chapel added in March 1941. After Pearl Harbor, Father Thielsen said Sunday Masses at the Portland Expo Assembly Center; E.O. 9066 closed St. Paul Miki School for good
1938
Tokyo— Fr. Thomas Miyashiro of Honolulu diocese is ordained the first Japanese American priest
1938
Los Angeles—Adjacent properties to school acquired for new church, rectory, auditorium, clubhouse and playground; Archbishop Cantwell dedicates new chapel Dec. 17, 1939, Fr. John Zimmerman, SVD, from San Francisco delivers the homily in Japanese
1939
Maryknoll Alumni newsletter changes format from  mimeograph to print, editor Masao F. Imon explains “CNN” means Catholic Nisei News. (Scattered issues laminated for research at Church library)
1939
Father Lavery holds elaborate Easter rites Sunday (April 16) in new chapel, newly baptized communicants led by men of Holy Name Society; school auditorium with basketball courts about to be finished
1939
Maryknoll’s first junior high school class of 37 graduates; Kotaro Hoshizaki, class president

1939
Maryknoll-in-L.A.  swim team, coached by Dick Izuno, wins state Nisei swim championship with seven firsts in a 10-event card at San Francisco Presidio pool

1940
Grotto, constructed by Ryozo Kado in small courtyard of rectory, is blessed Feb. 11 by Maryknoll superior general Bishop James E. Walsh (no relation to founder of Maryknoll society, James A. Walsh)
1940
Tokyo—Virtually unknown, Maryknoll Fr. James M. Drought with Maryknoll superior general Bishop James E. Walsh visited Japan in Nov-Dec to discuss with authorities the adverse impact of recent Japanese legislation would have on Maryknoll activities in Japan. They were so involved with Japanese banker Paul Tadao Ikawa and Imperial Army Col. Hideo Iwakuro but not having any success, U.S. State Department official Stanley Hornbeck dubbed them as “The John Doe Associates;” incidentally the name of a book researched by Dr. R.C.J. Butow of Stanford University. (Fr. Drought had sought the counsel of Postmaster General Walker, tips from his colleagues, Fr. Lavery in Los Angeles and Fr. Murrett in Seattle, before leaving for Japan. Government had imposed all Christian institutions, including indigenous organizations, be headed by Japanese nationals)
1941-42

Maryknoll priests, brothers and sisters (with single exception of Fr. Patrick J. Byrne) in Japan, Korea and Manchuria are interned to be repatriated from Yokohama to Portuguese East Africa (Mozambique). Exchange occurs between Americans from Japan aboard the Asama Maru and Japanese diplomats from America aboard the Swedish ship Gripsholm. The Gripsholm (with shore leaves at Mozambique and Rio de Janeiro) arrives at New York. The repatriation voyage took 72 days.  Maryknoll Sisters in the Philippines were interned for the duration in Manila 
Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles: WW2 (1941-1945)

1941
Pearl Harbor dooms work of Maryknoll School; Father Lavery most guarded about welfare of his flock and Japanese community-at-large expands his pastoral and public ministry
1942
St. Louis—Maryknoll Fathers in Seattle and Los Angeles felt their respective flock should evacuate as a parish. Father Tibesar (Seattle) personally conferred with Archbishop Glennon in January about the prospect of a temporary haven in Missouri. But he was not in favor
1942
Los Angeles—The same day that President Roosevelt signed Feb. 19: E.O. 9066, an overflow turnout of 1,500 met at Maryknoll school auditorium to ponder about the war and future of the Japanese community

1942
Maryknoll School graduate Larry S. Tajiri (’27) appointed editor of the Pacific Citizen, published by the Japanese American Citizens League, based in Salt Lake City, 1942-1952

1942
With all Japanese ordered to move 100 miles inland as a “military necessity,” Father Lavery seeks to move families of 470 students and Maryknoll parishioner as a group; an unexpected total of 23,850 signed to join the Maryknollers, those who did not want to be evacuated to a then unknown concentration camp, which proved to be the undoing of Father’s proposal because of massive logistics and personal safety problems; the Army also suspended voluntary movements as of March 31 
1942
Los Angeles—Eighty Maryknollers depart March 21 with Army escort to assist evacuees arriving at Owens Valley Reception Center, renamed Manzanar.  They were also, historically, the first WW2 evacuees                                
1942
Maryknoll School accelerates graduation; diplomas are presented on Easter Sunday or mailed to graduates of Class of 1942 in the detention camps

1942
Maryknoll Fathers follow their flock as 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry evacuated to so-called “relocation centers;” Maryknoll School serves as St. Vibiana Junior High School
1942
Prewar Maryknoll Boy Scout Troop 145 scoutmaster George Ohashi in Japanese Army, dies in Burma; a prewar Caltech engineering graduate, unable to land a job in U.S., moved to Japan for employment
1943
Father Lavery’s prewar wrap up: Maryknoll turns over (sells) the Japanese mission to the Archdiocese in September during the height of the war, when prevailing thought predicted “the return of Japanese would be negligible, if permitted,” Father Lavery would say at a 1945 Christmas reunion of Maryknollers back in L.A. As the Army lifted its WW2 exclusion order effective Jan. 2, 1945,  Japanese families were returning in great numbers. Father Lavery credited Issei generosity for prewar development of St. Francis Xavier Mission founded by Father Breton in 1912, which before Evacuation only 15% of Maryknoll School children were Catholics. His policy was that children attending Maryknoll School were never obliged to become Catholics. Maryknoll Sisters prewar cared about 50 children at the Home and operated a 52-bed facility at the sanitarium in Monrovia. Total number prewar to staff the school: 50 Maryknoll religious and 20 lay persons. (Challenger, May 1948)
Catholic Services in the Camps (1942-46)

1942
Father Lavery visits WCCA assembly centers and WRA relocation camps to organize Catholic camp services; stations Fr. Leo Steinbach (repatriated from Japan) and Bro. Theophane Walsh at Manzanar; Frs. Clement Boesflug and Silvio Gilbert, Bro. Paul Chamberlain at Poston & Gila River; Fr. William Whitlow and Bro. Charles Fowley at Tule Lake; Fr. Harry Felsecker and Roy Petipren (both repatriates from Japan) at Heart Mountain; Fr. Leopold Tibesar (Seattle), Sister Marie Rosaire and Sister Regina at Minidoka; Fr. John Swift at Amache, later at Jerome; Fr. Edmond Ryan (repatriate from Japan) at Rohwer. The camps comprised Father Lavery’s “10,000-mile long parish.” (At Topaz was Fr. William Stoecke, SVD, from San Francisco)
1942
As Caucasian clergy were not permitted to reside inside the Japanese internment camps, Father Tibesar from Seattle was guest at a nearby parish to Puyallup assembly center during the summer, then at Minidoka to stay with Father Schermanson in Jerome, 18 miles from the camp from Labor Day on, saying daily Mass at the end room in Block 22 at 7 a.m. and at Block 22 recreation hall on Sundays. Maryknoll Sisters came to teach catechism, organize the choir and prepare children for First Communion. (For the Matsudaira family of 14 children, 5 daughters and 9 sons, it was 1½-mile walk to church; in 1951, Mrs. Theresa M. was the nation’s Catholic Mother of the Year)

1942
Vancouver, B.C.—When the Japanese Canadians approached Fr. Bernard Quigley for advice in view of Security Commission’s edict for Japanese families to move inland 100 km from the coast, he searched in vain for a locale in the Rockies, rebuffed or were too expensive to acquire, until his priest friend suggested a near-ghost town, Greenwood, B.C., that once housed 1,000 people. Meeting the town’s mayor, who agreed to having Japanese Canadians reviving the town and with town council’s approval, the Catholic Church in Greenwood was founded by one priest and six sisters from Graymoor, N.Y. With one highway and railroad in and out of town, the Royal Mounties posted a single constable, the major security problem left up to the church
1942
Seattle—Fr. John F. Walsh, younger brother of then Maryknoll superior general Bishop James E. Walsh, given charge of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church and Maryknoll school during Evacuation as parish for the Filipino community; Filipino priest Fr. Peter Monleon assisted tirelessly until he became an Army chaplain
1943
Manzanar—Maryknoll parishioner Ryozo Peter Kado of Santa Monica completes construction with rock and concrete two sentry posts at the gate and large obelisk monument at the cemetery; Thomas “Watson” Takahashi is scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 145; Manzanar Free Press editorial (May 20) pays tribute to Father Lavery for “his infinite patience and transcending compassion which triumphed . . . for the Japanese people”

1943
Minidoka, Idaho—When WRA Director Dillon Myer visited the camp, he personally thanked Father Tibesar for his active role in relocation work as he had written to many priests and friends to employ Japanese Americans 
1945
Manzanar—Bishop Philip Scher of Fresno confirms 14 Issei and 26 Nisei (April 19) 
1945
USAF 13th Air Force crewman Henry Kojima, 20, son of Catholic patient Henry Kojima at Manzanar Hospital, survives air battle over Saigon, the bomber riddled midship with 50 holes by Japanese. (Nisei were not known to be in the Air Force during WW2, except for one Nisei tail gunner Ben Kuroki from Nebraska)
The “Resettlement” Years (1944-1952)

1944
Chicago—Bro. Theophane Walsh, with blessings of Auxiliary Bishop Bernard Sheil, opens CYO Nisei Center (1110 N. LaSalle), assists Nisei evacuees find jobs and homes; upon Brother’s assignment to Japan in 1947 Chicago Resettlers Committee takes over, Corky Kawasaki, director
1945
San Francisco—Army rescinds West Coast exclusion of persons of Japanese descent, as of Dec. 31, 1944; Father Lavery welcomes, finds jobs and housing for returning Maryknollers from the camps

1946
The prewar home for children, Sisters Home (unable to reopen the orphanage because of new state laws) to continue as youth center for club meetings, ground floor for socials, dancing parties and play room
1946
Assigned from the U.S. to Japan are Frs. John C. Murrett (Seattle) to teach English at Imperial University, Kyoto; William Kaschmitter (Los Angeles) and Leopold Tibesar (Minidoka) to start a Japanese Catholic newspaper in Tokyo

1947
Seattle—When Father Swift was pastor, the Filipino Catholic Youth was a dynamic club sponsoring many banquets, teas, fashion and talent shows, dances, and queen contests
1946
Tokyo— Fr. Leopold Tibesar, founder of the National Catholic Charities of Japan, opens a chapel on the 7th floor rooftop of Mitsukoshi Department Store on the Ginza, Americans made donations to pay the rent
1947
Fr. Roy Petipren (at Heart Mountain during WW2) worked with the poor in Korea; Fr. Edmund Ryan (at Rohwer) returned to Kyoto; Fr. Leo Steinbach (Manzanar) formed the St. Vincent de Paul Society of 12 men in Kyoto, imported California rice with sorely depleted personal funds, begged for food, medicine, clothing and money to overcome starvation, caused by transportation breakdown and black market operations 
1948 
Recuperating in Yokosuka, France decorates Bishop Albert Breton (formerly of Fukuoka) with Legion of Honor Sept. 29
1948
Maryknoll, N.Y.—Bishop Raymond Lane succeeded Bishop James E. Walsh as Maryknoll superior general; at request of the Vatican, Bishop Walsh returned to China to head the Catholic Central Bureau in Shanghai to coordinate missionary, cultural, educational and welfare activities. (After the Communists assumed power in 1949, all foreign clergy were pressured to leave the country. Bishop Walsh was placed under house arrest, tried for being a spy, convicted in 1961 to prison for 20 years; unexpectedly released July 10, 1970, given a train ticket to Hong Kong and walked to freedom. On his way home, had an audience with Pope Paul VI in Rome, landed in New York in Sept 9. In 1972, he belatedly received JACL’s Certificate of Appreciation for defending Japanese Americans at the outbreak of WW2, when it was not political for any public figure to do so; over 80 prominent Americans had been recognized after the war) 
Second Half of the 20th Century (1949-1996)
1949
Los Angeles—James S. Tokuhisa [1915-1971], Maryknoll’s first Japanese American (Kibei) priest is ordained, says his first Mass June 26. Because his mother died after his birth (1915), he and his two older sisters grew up Japan, he returned to America in 1932, worked in Los Angeles in 1935 near Maryknoll chapel, where he baptized in 1939, enters Maryknoll Society to become a priest, thanks to strong support of American friends
1949
After Father Lavery was able to regain (buys back) the Hewitt Street complex in May 1948, Maryknoll School reopens with 3rd grade as top class
1949
Maryknoll Girl Scouts Troop 1800 founded; reactivated in 1956 by leaders Reiko Ohara and Angela Kuroiwa

1952
Maryknoll Boy Scout Troop 145 reactivated with Seizo Tanibata, scoutmaster

1952
Maryknoll School graduate Harry Honda (’32) succeeds Larry Tajiri (’28) as editor of Pacific Citizen, when the JACL newspaper which relocated from Salt Lake City to Los Angeles
1953
Fr. Thomas W. Takahashi [1919-1989], born in Los Angeles where his father owned a barber shop and bath house in Little Tokyo, graduated from Maryknoll School (’33), Loyola High (’37) and finished barber college. Interned in Manzanar, he joins the Maryknoll Society, was ordained (’53), assigned to Japan, directed the Korean Catholic Mission for five years in Kyoto, also as hospital chaplain staffed (1978-82) in Shiga-ken by the Visitation Sisters which he said was “repayment for what they did for my family in Los Angeles” prior to Maryknoll Sisters coming  


1953
Seattle—Pastor Fr. George Haggerty, M.M., with head bowed and not looking at the congregation one December Sunday, sadly intoned, “I have an announcement from the Archbishop. His message, which all of us must accept obediently as Catholics is, as of December 31, 1953, Our Lady Queen of Martyrs ceases to be a parish.” The facilities began a new life as the Peter Claver Center and Filipino Youth Center
1953
Kyoto—Father Tokuhisa refuses official government decoration after rescuing 170 lives, leading them out of a village before raging flood waters overran the village. He explained, “It was my duty to save lives. A man shouldn’t get an award for doing his duty”
1954
George Minamiki (’33) is ordained priest with Society of Jesus at Los Gtos, Calif.
1954
Los Angeles—Maryknoll School’s first postwar class of 16 eighth graders graduates
1956
Father Lavery concludes 30-years’ work, contributions and achievements with West Coast Japanese upon assignment to New Orleans to promote missions of the Maryknoll Society
1956
Fr. Bryce Nishimura, Manzanar High School graduate (’45) who entered Maryknoll Seminary is ordained. Father Bryce served as pastor at Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles in 1979. (Before the war, his family lived in Beverly Hills where his father worked at movie star John Barrymore’s estate as the gardener)
1958
Maryknoll Girls Drum & Bugle Corps, 66 strong under eyes of director Leonard Hart and Sister Xavier Marie Shavley, completes fabulous season with appearances in Nisei Week Parade, tournaments and as repeat-winners in American Legion state championships. (Sister’s 60-year teaching career began in Dairen, 1937)
1960
Following Father Lavery as pastor, Fr. Michael McKillop [1910-2001] takes advice from Cardinal James McIntyre not to reinforce school building to new earthquake code, but build anew. He was ordained in 1935, worked in Kyoto, repatriated during WW2, back to Japan (’46) and served with Licensed Agencies for Relief in Asia rebuilding countries affected by the war, named regional superior (’48-55), becomes procurator at Maryknoll novitiate in Bedford, Mass., and at Venard junior seminary in Pennsylvania (’56-57) and as pastor at Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles (1958-68). He returned to his prewar parish in Kyoto 9’68-74), then to Matsuzaka (1974-95); because of health,  he returned to retire at Maryknoll-on-the-Hudson 
1963
Maryknoll Shotokan Karate Club founded by Tsutomu Ohshima, then Japanese teacher at Maryknoll School who succeeded Mrs. Hideko Toizumi Chiujo, instructor for generations, who suddenly became violently ill; John Teramoto from his upper-grade class one day wondered and asked whether Ohshima Sensei, a Waseda University graduate, knew any judo, kendo or martial art. He said he knew “a little karate;” finally a group of 60 lads began to practice after school. (Maryknoll Dojo is one of the oldest in America; Ohshima was a pupil of Giichin Funakoshi from Okinawa, founder of modern-day karate in Japan) 

1963 
Ground broken in November at empty lot facing Geary Street for new School; dedicated six months later (May 5, 1964) as 413 students march into two-story L-shaped structure designed by O’Leary and Terasawa, architects

1964
Demolition of old school facing Hewitt Street, seen by wreckers as a 3-week job, takes nine weeks

1964
Maryknoll Father Clement Boesflug chosen JACLer of the Biennium for outstanding service to Nisei community while Downtown L.A. chapter president (’63) and as “unofficial” Nat’l JACL chaplain since 1955
1965
Seattle—Fr. Richard Hayatsu, a “spiritual offspring” of Maryknoll, is ordained for Seattle archdiocese (Date of ordination unknown, Fr. Ronald Hidaka, S.J., also from Seattle, is stationed in East Africa)
1966
Los Angeles—Emperor of Japan decorates Father Lavery (retired in Fairfield, Conn., under care of his sister) the Order of Sacred Treasure, 5th Class in April for his 30 years of unselfish devotion and contributions to Japanese community 
 1968
Following Father McKillop as pastor, Fr. Clarence Witte [1910-2001] counsels Maryknoll not to close the school because of expenses, the success of three-day carnivals forestalls closure. Ordained in 1935,  he worked in Japan (Hikone), pioneered during WW2 in northwestern Guatemala, returned to Japan after the war,  elected regional superior (1961), reassigned to Bolivia at Okinawa Colony in Santa Cruz before coming to Los Angeles (1968-75); his priestly career ended in Japan at parishes in Kyoto, Nabari, Tsu and Ueno
1973
Ryozo Peter Kado (see 1942 above) returns to attach bronze historical marker at sentry post at Manzanar, designated as a California Historic Site. After Congress recognizes Manzanar as National Historic Landmark (1992), National Park Service established information center, restores old camp auditorium converted by Inyo County for use as maintenance equipment garage after Manzanar was closed in 1946
1975
Arthur Hiraga [1919-1993], who gave up a lucrative career in 1966 as a design draftsman with Robertshaw Controls in Orange County,  and his family, wife Mary Uyesato (’31) and three children became fluent in Spanish as lay missionaries and in Japanese at Maryknoll’s mission at Okinawa Colony in Santa Cruz, Bolivia after three years. Mr. Hiraga was ordained a permanent deacon in 1975 by Cardinal Timothy Manning.  His ministry concentrated with Japanese Americans in the Los Angeles area and with the Spanish community in his home parish, St. Justin Martyr’s in Anaheim 
1976
John D. Hokoyama (’59) returns to be Maryknoll’s first lay school principal (1976-77)
1976
A 20-year veteran missioner in Kyoto, the second decade (’66-75) as pastor at Katsura (the church designed by George Nakashima, noted Seattle Nisei woodworker and architect), Fr. Thomas Keane  [1928-2003], ordained in 1953, then named vice-chancellor of the U.S. Military Ordinariate, and began his ministry in Japan; appointed administrator of St. Francis Xavier parish (’76-79), returns to Japan to establish parish in Nabari (near Osaka), back to California for health reasons in 1996, educated guide dogs for the blind for five years, succumbs in 2003 
1976
Seattle—Farewell party, organized by “before the wrecking ball starts to slam the building into rubble” committee, begins July 11 with Mass at Immaculate Conception Church celebrated by Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen and reunion reception of the “old Maryknoll bunch.”(Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and Maryknoll School was demolished brick-by-brick to make way for expansion of Providence Hospital)
1977
San Francisco—National JACL hired three Maryknoll School graduates in a row as executive directors—Karl Nobuyuki (’59) 1977-80, J.D. Hokoyama (’59) 1980-81, and Ronald K. Wakabayashi (’58) 1981-88

1979
Los Angeles—Fr. Bryce Nishimura, Maryknoll’s third Japanese American priest ordained in 1956, reaches milestone as first Nisei pastor of St. Francis Xavier Chapel (1979-1982)
1982
Following Father Nishimura as pastor, Fr. Robert Reiley (1982-86) had a unique time when Centenary United Methodist congregation worshipped at Maryknoll after the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass for two years, while their new church was under construction in Little Tokyo in 1985. (Their old church at Normandie Ave. and 35th St. in southwest Los Angeles was sold to African Americans who took immediate occupancy. Ousted, Father Reiley gracefully accommodated Rev. George Nishikawa and his Japanese Methodist congregation; Centenary UMC was founded in 1895)
1985
Fr. Joseph “José” Hamel, formerly Brother Pierre at Maryknoll-in-L.A. in the 1960s, enters Maryknoll-on-the Huds0n for the priesthood, is ordained June 8, masters Spanish to serve in southern Peruvian Andes with Aymaras (who have their own language); in 1997, is transferred to Japan where his Spanish and Portuguese plus learning Nihongo helps portion of some 200,000dekasegi (Japanese emigrants from South America) while pastor of Catholic Church in Tsu, Mie Prefecture
1986
Portland—Reunion in June at Marylhurst College campus of Holy Names Sisters Marilyn Harris and Gertrude Schaefer and kids they taught prewar, St. Paul Miki School would have been overlooked. “I’ve heard of college reunions before but never one for a kindergarten class,” George Nakata, now a Port of Portland official, beamed. (see 1937, Portland)
1986
Los Angeles—Sister Alice Marie Goularte, who began teaching in 1930, is last nun to leave Maryknoll School.



(Total of 79 sisters, 30 prewar, taught at Maryknoll, starting from 1920)
1987
Emperor of Japan decorates two Maryknoll parishioners Tomeo Hanami, Japanese poet and Charles Taiyoshi, Little Tokyo community leader, for lifelong work promoting welfare of Japanese in America 

1987
Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles celebrates its 75th anniversary Aug. 15 at St. Vibiana’s Cathedral at Solemn High Mass with Cardinal Manning as principal celebrant; recognizing the continuing numbers of Japanese, Archbishop Roger Mahony calls St. Francis Xavier Chapel “the most important beacon of our Faith for the newly arrived people in our midst”
1987
Pope John Paul II, in Los Angeles, meets with representatives of world religions in Little Tokyo at JACCC’s theater, Pope extends blessings upon Japanese community and JACCC, over 800 attendees receive single white rose and bohdi tree distributed by Maryknoll School students; on final day of the papal pilgrimage, Maryknollers Agnes and Vincent Doi were among 100 persons to receive Holy Communion from the Pope at Mass held in Dodger Stadium (Sept 17)
1993
Fr. Jim Fredericks, professor of theology & comparative religions at Loyola Marymount University, joins MJCC community; priests from Japan summoned to serve Japanese-speaking parishioners 

1994
With lowering numbers of students of Maryknoll parishioners, Maryknoll to close school at end of 1995 term
1995
Seattle—Prewar Courier League athletes and Nisei veterans dedicate James [1903-1955] and Misao Sakamoto monument and stones at Keiro Nursing Hom. (Jimmie, losing sight because of his professional boxing days at Madison Square Garden in the mid-1920s, returned to Seattle in 1928 and began the Japanese American Courier,  the first all-English Nisei newspaper in America, his wife Misao became his eyes.; was elected national JACL president (1936-38), organized athletic programs; interned in Minidoka, after the war, handled the St. Vincent de Paul phone desk, fatally struck down by an auto one morning while going to work; both were active Maryknoll parishioners.)
1995
Maryknoll “old-timers,” Filipinos and Japanese Americans, gather at Immaculate Conception Church to celebrate 75th anniversary of Maryknoll-in-Seattle
1995
Los Angeles—Fr. Joseph Klecha, Maryknoll’s last pastor, organizes pastoral team to prepare community of faith for new millennium; on Sept. 24, Cardinal Mahony blesses parish and school as Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center (MJCC) 
1996
Tokyo Cardinal Peter Shirayanagi visits Sept. 22-23 to celebrate MJCC’s first anniversary

1996
Society of Atonement friars, Fr. Henry Mair and Fr. David Doerner, respond to needs for Japanese-speaking priests; take-up residence and parish duties; daily Noon masses instituted; Franciscan friar Fr. Abraham Tabata from Nagasaki, assistant priest, opens Japanese language computer course for local -community

Into the Third Millennium (1998 - )
1998
Honolulu—Maryknoll hands over Sacred Heart parish after 70 years to Honolulu diocese

1998
Los Angeles—Pope John Paul II, through Cardinal Mahony, bestows prestigious medallions to George K Takahashi the Order of St. Gregory the Great and to Bernadette Yonai Nishimura the Dames of the Order of Saint Gregory the Great for distinguished service to the Church and community
2000
Upon Father Tabata’s return to Japan, Fr. Ignatius Takii from Hiroshima arrives to assure continuance of a Japanese Catholic mission with Fr. David as administrator; Fr. Henry departs for new assignment
2001 
Vancouver, B.C.—Japanese Catholics in Canada celebrated their 75th anniversary; Canada-born Nisei Sister Margaret Fujisawa, S.A., and Fr. Henry Mair, S.A., participated at the diamond jubilee of St. Paul’s Mission. Father Henry administered the Los Angeles mission after Maryknoll Fathers left in 1995; Sister Margaret also worked with Father Henry in Yokohama for 11 years 
2002
Los Angeles—On Dec. 25, Maryknoll celebrates 90th anniversary of Japanese Catholics in Los Angeles  

2005
Upon retirement of Fr. David as administrator, Fr. Peter Iwahashi, general secretary to Japan Bishops’ Conference (’84),  rector of Tokyo cathedral, on his sabbatical leave, assumes pastoral duties for one year
2005
Maryknoll Sisters in Monrovia sanatorium celebrate 75th anniversary (see: 1930, Maryknoll Sisters)

2006
Vietnamese Fr. Peter Phan, Georgetown University theologian, addresses first convocation of National Asian and Pacific Catholic Organization (NAPCO) in Virginia on “where we have been and where we Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are going.”  Among the 1,000 participants were Tongans, Laotians, Hmongs, Cambodians, Sri Lankan, Hawaiians and Asian Americans, including George Takahashi, Los Angeles, and Julie Nagao, Washington, D.C.    
2006
Succeeding Father Iwahashi, Fr. John Koji Mitsudome arrives in May after 10 years of teaching in a Philippines seminary; initiates celebration of 95th anniversary of Japanese Catholic mission in Los Angeles in 2007
2007
Maryknoll Sister Joanne H. Doi (’70), stationed also in the ‘80s-‘90s in Altiplano Peru with Father Hamel, conferred Ph.D. at Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley 

1998 - Synod on Asia: What Japanese Bishops were saying 

        Excerpts from Pentecost in Asia: a New Way of Being Church (2002), authored by Thomas Fox, who covered the 1998 Synod on Asia at the Vatican as correspondent for National Catholic Reporter.—HKH
April 19: Opening Day Statements


Several bishops from Japan offered unblemished critiques of Asian church life, saying Catholicism had grown slowly in the region because the church has been too-Western, too-paternalistic, and not adequately involved in Asian daily life, author Fox reports..

Bishop Leo Ikenaga (Osaka) lamented over the small steps in evangelization over the centuries, Christian thinking (as nurtured in Europe was too masculine) has not entered the mainstream of Asian society. The Asian church needs to stress more the maternal traits of God so that Christianity can take a warmer, more approachable face.” While Church traditionally teaches dogma and catechism, “Asians would be more receptive to the more practical approach that Jesus himself took —such as healing the sick.”

Bishop Augustinius Nomura (Nagoya) suggested the church ought to present Christ to Asian people as a “spiritual master.” The church needs a spirituality that is rooted in Asia and emphasize witnessing over teaching.  “A gospel that is embodied in our own lives carries more creditability and power of conviction than a gospel that has only been wrapped up in beautiful words, teachings and moral injunctions.”


Bishop Bernard T. Oshikawa (Okinawa) told the Synod his primary concern is pastoral. The church need not look far to understand why Christianity has not grown in Japan. “A redefined role for the Holy See, which should mediate church affairs with prudence, flexibility, trust and courage, “moving away from the single and uniform abstract norm that stifles genuine spirituality, Asian liturgical expression, earnest Asian theoretical search and real growth in maturity.”

Archbishop Francis X. Kaname Shimamoto (Nagasaki) spoke on the need for an authentic Asian Christianity. He was the only speaker at the first day addressing the assembly in Latin.


Archbishop (now Cardinal) Stephen Fumio Hamao (Yokohama) made a strong call: “Peace is Christian and promoting respect for the environment should be the international project and central concern of the church in Asia.” Speaking frankly, he advocated a review on appointment of bishops in Asia and Africa, changing the Church’s attitude to dialogue with other religions, and greater internationalization of the College of Cardinals. (Receiving his red hat in October 2003, he was the first Japanese to head a Vatican office, the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care, Migrants and Itinerant Peoples. Nearing age 75, the official age for retirement, he handed his resignation to Pope John Paul II and accepted by his successor, Pope Benedict XVI.)
And Two Weeks Later


Rev. Wilhemus van der Welden, superior general of the Missionaries of the Holy Family, delivered what became one of the most talked about interventions (questions): Citing Rome’s refusal to grant experts in local churches freedom to carry out cultural enculturation, he isolated the central matter—trust—around which all Synod issues seem to resolve. He emphasized: “Must we not say that often bishops’ conferences with 20, 30, or more bishops, theologians and specialists can better estimate what in liturgical matters is best for their flock than Roman authorities who often don’t know the language and culture of that country?”


Speaking for the Japanese Religious Leadership Conference, Filomena Hirota of the Mercedarian Mission-aries of Berriz spoke of the need for a new way “of being a church in solidarity with the cry of women” and spelled out practical steps to ensure greater participation of women in church decision-making.
April 29 News Conference


Reporters learned that the mid-Synod report contained 15 questions which, to many bishops, seemed out of step in their thinking. A women participant was disappointed that none of the questions dealt with women when in many Asian churches women constitute 60 to 70 percent of the faithful. 

After several Asian bishops complained that curial members tried to dominate the discussion groups, Archbishop Hamao responded at the Synod: “We came thinking the entire curia would listen to us and learn something about the local churches of Asia. We did not expect they would try to teach us.” He cited Cardinal Lopez Trujillo, president of the Pontifical Council for the Family, spoke at the beginning of a discussion group, where participants met by language groups after Synod organizers issued their mid-Synod report that was supposed to summarize speeches delivered at the first phase

Speaking with a Catholic News Service reporter in March 2005 after the Synod and his resignation, now Cardinal Hamao added: “We in Asia live in the midst of different religions. They (the European bishops and the curia) cannot understand Asia’s reality, that when we must proclaim from the beginning that Jesus Christ is the only Savior, then we cannot dialogue with people of other faith. Dialogue is important, especially the dialogue of life—to cooperate with other religions, such as Buddhism or Shintoism, to show pastoral care of Jesus Christ more than the catechism—for education of youth, education of people, for peace, social assistance for handicapped people, to help the poor and so on.”
Final Settings of Synod and Views


As language groups pooled their thought and submitted them to Synod’s general secretary (Belgian Cardinal Schotte) for final editing, Asian bishops never really expected them to be fully represented in the final report. One cardinal reportedly said: “We should not become over-excited by curial machinations. Yes, they have filtered out our contributions. When we return to our countries, we shall also be filtering their documents.” 

When the propositions came forward, Indonesian and Japanese bishops, among others, complained their ideas had not been included. The issue of “subsidiarity,” its use or abuse, was absent from the propositions. 


[Principle of subsidiarity is expressed in the papal encyclical, Quadragesimo anno—A community of a higher order should not interfere in the internal life of a community of a lower order, depriving the latter of its functions, but rather should support it in case of need and help to coordinate its activity with the activities of the rest of society, always with a view to the common good.]
Response from Pope John Paul II

Pope John Paul II’s response to the Synod came as a 30,000-word document*, Ecclesia in Asia. The principle message being: “Jesus Christ is humanity’s one and only Savior.” It raised many fears among many Asian religious leaders that Archbishop de Lastic (New Delhi) felt the need to respond the Pope had not called for new conversions and that he had only spoken of “inner conversions,” not changing of religions. Bishop Vincent Ri Byong (Chonju) liked the fact that the Pope stressed Jesus was Asian and that appropriate means of preaching to Asians are necessary.  [* About 120 pages at 250 words per page]

Vietnamese Father Peter Phan, Georgetown University theologian, commented Pope John Paul II’s response as “typical” with “its forbidden length, its frequent insistence on complete orthodoxy, its abundant citations of the pope’s own writings, and its emotional peroration with a prayer to Mary.” The document begs two questions: “(1) Has the exhortation said anything new and important to the churches of Asia that either had not been said before by these churches, or (2) could not have been said except thanks to the work of the Synod itself? The answer is frankly no.”

Cardinal Stephen Kim (Seoul) stressed that Jesus Christ is the only Savior, though dialogue is needed. At the opening session, he spoke his mind, reminding the Pope “that Asian bishops had worked together amomg themselves in a collegial atmosphere to build their vision for the past three decades. While in full union with the Church Universal, we are to become Asian in our of thinking, living and sharing our own Christ-experience . . . with those still seeking the face of God, his Son, the Savior of all.” 

Cardinal Roger Mahony (Los Angeles) wrote in The Tidings that it “may not fully reflect the deeper understanding that has been achieved through ecumenical and inter-religious dialogues over these last 30 years or more.” It can be recalled that Pope John Paul II in 1987 had visited Los Angeles where there was a dialogue with Jewish, Buddhists and other religious leaders in Little Tokyo’s JACCC theater. 

Maryknoll Fr. James H. Kroger, professor of systematic theology, missiology and Islamics (Jesuit Loyola School, Manila), called it a “rich” document, characterized by a spirit of “gratitude, celebration and optimism.” Former Jesuit assistant general Michael Amaladoss of India pictured the response “a document for Asia but not from Asia.” Father John Prior, SVD, a missionary in Indonesia for 30 years, said it smacks of “cultural arrogance.”

For Jesuit Jacques Dupuis, in Rome researching religious pluralism at the Vatican, was especially dispirited, author Fox adds. It was unimaginable that his long service would turn on him. It was a grave injustice in that Dupuis was not allowed to respond to faceless critics inside the Vatican.  The Congregation for the Doctrine and Faith, in February 26, 2001, called off the inquiry after he accepted censure (officially known as “notification”) for eight so-called ambiguities in his book, Toward a Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism (Orbis, 1997).
*     *     *     *

PUBLICATIONS, Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles 


*The Rings: Maryknoll Alumni Newsletters, Challenger, Manza-knoll (1939-1949, 322p; gift of Reiko Ohara Kasama)

**Dedication Journal, Maryknoll School (1964, 32p)


60th Anniversary, Maryknoll Los Angeles, 1912-1971 (1972, 78p)


Maryknoll School Eighth Grade Class Annual 1976-77 (1977, 130p)


75th Anniversary, Maryknoll-in-Los Angeles History (1987, 146p)

Harmony, Liturgy. Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center Dedication (Sept 24, 1995, 26p)


Annual Report July 1997-June 1998. Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center, St Francis Xavier Chapel (24p) 


Annual Report 1998-1999. Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center (20p) 


**Annual Report 1999-2000. Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center, St Francis Xavier Chapel (16p)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Annual Report 2001-2002. St Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center (16p)

Annual Report 2002-2003. St Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center (12p)

 
Annual Report 2003-2004. St Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center (18p)

Annual Report 2005-2006. St Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Maryknoll Japanese Catholic Center (18p)
*
 A 17-page inventory, 10,780 words, printed 6-16-2003, compiled by Harry K Honda

**
 Contains individual parish family photographs
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